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Anrfreotti sees unique chance for peace 

DHAHRAN, Saudi Arabia (AP) — Italian Prime Minister Giuiio 
Afidrcoai sounded our Gulf officials and Islamic leaders Sunday io boost 
peace negotiations in the Middle East. Andreotti met separately with 
Sa-di Foreign Minister Prince Saud Al Faisal. Foreign Minister Yousef 
Bui Alarm of Oman, and Abdullah Bishara, secretary-general of the Gulf 
LOOperabOn Counal. The six-nation council recently bolstered U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker's peace initiative by agreeing to send 
Bishara to proposed international peace talks between Israel and Arab 
states. Details of the meetings Sunday were not disclosed. But in a 
message to the Islamic conference. Andreotti expressed hope that the 
12-nauon European Community could act as a "balancing" party in the 
peace process. "The international community must exploit all the positive 
factors that can help find die just and lasting settlement to the Middle East 
conflict." said the message to Hamed Al Gabid, the group's secretary 
general- The Islamic Conference is an umbrella group or 45 Muslim 
nations. The text of the message was released at its headquarters in 
Jeddah. 
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Israelis bomb Shiite village 

TYRE, Lebanon ( AP) — A Shiite Muslim village came under sustained 
tank fire from Israel's self-designated ‘'security zone" in south Lebanon 
Sunday shortly after a pro- Israeli militia patrol was ambushed. Police said 
six people were wounded. A police spokesman said a patrol of the South 
Lebanon Army militia was raked by gunfire on a dirt road between the 
villages of Shakrs and Houla inside the security zone at around midday 
{0900 GMT). One SLA militiaman was seriously wounded in the ambush. 
He was flown by Israeli military for treatment. Houla is inside the enclave 
that Israel occupies as a buffer against cross-border raids into its northern 
territory. Shakra is located about 50 metres westward inside the area of 
operations of the Irish battalion of the U.N. Interim Force In Lebanon. 
The spokesman said SO rounds of tank Tire poured on Shakra from the 
Israeli-held enclave during the four-hour bombardment, which was 
unleashed minutes after the ambush, wounding five villagers. In Beirut. 
Hizbollah, or Parry of God, said in a communique its guerrillas staged the 
ambush and claimed four SLA militiamen were killed and "many others 
wounded." Bui police in Tyre and security sources dose to UNIF1L said 
only one SLA militiamen was wounded. 
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Assad, Mubarak 
discuss Mideast 

DAMASCUS (R) — President 
Hafez Al Assad and Egyptian 
leader Hosni Mubarak discussed 
Middle East developments by 
telephone on Sunday, presiden- 
tial spokesman Joubran Kourieh 
said. Assad earlier received a 
message from U.S. President 
George Bush believed to deal 
with Washington's effort to con- 
vene an Arab-Israeli peace con- 
ference. Assad met an Italian 
parliamentary delegation led by 
senator Mikaili Akeli, chief of the 
foreign affairs committee, on 
Sunday. Officials said the presi- 
dent reiterated Syria’s position 
“welcoming any effective Euro- 
pean role in efforts to establish a 
just peace on the basis of U.N. 
resolutions.” 

Arafat warned 
Gandh! of plot 

LONDON (R) — Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation leader 
Yasser Arafat warned former In- 
dian Prime Minister Rajiv Gan- 
dhi of a plot to ball him a month 
ago, the British newspaper 
Observer reported on Sunday. It 
quoted Indian Prime Minister 
Chandra Shekhar as saying Ara- 
fat had warned Gandhi of a con- 
spiracy against his life. Shekhar, 
who had met Arafat at Gandhi’s 
funeral, said: “He told me of the 
warning when be came to pay his 
condolences. Unfortunately it 
was not the time or place to 
discuss the matter in detail.” 

Turkey, Iraq 
to resume 
direct talks 

ANKARA (R) — Iraqi Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz will 
visit Turkey for diplomatic talks 
this month, President Turgut 
Ozal told an opposition political 
leader on Sunday, ft will be Iraq’s 
highest-level contact with its ene- 
mies since tire Gulf war. Turkey, 
a member of the NATO alliance, 
did not send troops to the reccm- 
quest of Kuwait but allowed U.S. 
planes to bomb Iraq from its 
bases. Bulent Eccvit, a framer 
prime minister who leads the 
Democratic Left Party, met Ozal 
on Sunday and told the semi- 
official Anatolian news agency: 
“I have teamed from the presi- 
dent that Tareq Aziz has been 
invited ... This will allow a first 
step in reviving relations with 
Iraq.” 

Iraq writes off utility 
bills 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraqis, 
whose public utilities were cut off 
by Gntf war bombing, were told 
on Sunday they will not have to 
pay bills for past AVi months. A 
decree signed by President Sad- 
dam Hussein cancelled all water, 
electricity and telephone charges 
between January 17, when U.S. 
and allied planes began to attack 
Iraq, and June 1. Many Iraqis did 
not receive electricity until April. 
Most telephones in the country 
still do not work between dis- 
tricts. 

175,000 pilgrims so far 

JEDDAH, Saudi Arabia ( AP) — 
More than 175,000 Muslim pil- 
grims have already arrived in 
Saudi Arabia for the a nnua l haj 
to the holiest' Islamic shrines, 
according to official statistics re- 
leased Saturday. The statistics 
showed that 164,796 have flown, 
9,001 came by sea and 1,459 by 
land. Around 2 million Muslims 
converge from around the world 
for the annual rites at Mecca, the 
birthplace of Prophet Moham- 
mad, and Medina, which bouses 
the tomb of the founder of Islam. 

Germany, Iran sign 
major agreements 

NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP )- - ban 
and Germany have signed letters 
rtf rtiyfor prandingoutiiim exten- 
sne German help in developing 
prats, power plants, mines and 
jnetals, the Islamic Republic 
news agency reported Sunday. 
The agency, monitored tn rnco- 
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netafc, Mohammad Hossera 
ouchji, who returned Sun- 
from a one-week visit to 
i. During his visit, te met 
German Minister of Eco- 
- and Industry Jurgen w - 
smac and the hads of several 
German firms, IRNA said. 


Egypt wants high-tech weapons 

Cheney: U.S. won’t pressure 
Mideast parties into peace 


CAIRO, Egypt (AP) — U.S. De 
fence Secretary Dick Cheney said 
Sunday that the United States 
will not pressure Israel or Arab 
states into starting Middle East 
peace talks by cutting off arms 
supplies or any other threats. 

Cheney said that the United 
States remained committed to en- 
ding the Arab-Israeli conflict but 
warned that the process will re- 
quire “great tenacity and deter- 
mination and may need a lot of 
time.” 

In response to a question about 
why the United States did not 
pressure Israel to be more flexi- 
ble on peace talks, Cheney told 
members of the American Cham- 
ber of Commerce at a working 


breakfast: 

"For us to be in the business of 
threatening our Israeli friends 
with arms cutoff for example in 
order to get them to do some- 
thing in the diplomatic arena. 1 
think it would be counterproduc- 
tive. 1 would think if we would do 
that with respect to our Egyptian 
friends, it would be counterpro- 
ductive.” 

Cheney said that America's 
allies in the region like Egypt. 
Israel and Saudi Arabia were 
"very proud people. They do not 
respond to threats or pressure.” 

Cheney flew to Cairo Friday 
from Israel where he announced 
increased military aid to the Jew- 
ish state. 


Informed sources who declined 
to be further identified have said 
that Egypt ha* asked for more 
U.S. F-16 warplanes, tanks, 
armed personnel carriers. 
Apache helicopters and artillery. 
A U.S. official who also spoke on 
condition he not be named said 
that no extra military aid was 
immediately forthcoming. 

“We believe the process of 
encouraging negotiations and be- 
ginning discussions on regional 
arms controls, the process of 
satisfying legitimate security re- 
quirements of our friends in the 
region, will create an environ- 
ment in which confidence does 
exist.” Cheney said. 


New cyclone hits Bangladesh 


DHAKA (R) — A raging cyclone 
driving huge waves hit southern 
Bangladesh on Sunday and gov- 
ernment officials said they ex- 
pected a high death toll. 

"We are sure that in a cyclone 
like this, people die by tbe hun- 
dreds,” an official from the coas- 
tal area of Bbola told Reuters 
minutes before telephone lines 
snapped. 

Winds of 80 mph (130 kph) and 
four-metre (13-foot) waves rav- 
aged tbe districts of Bhoia, 
Patuakbali and Cox's Bazar for 
three horns. 

Relief officials in Dhaka said 
they had four confirmed deaths in 
Bhoia but expected tbe toll to 
increase when reports from re- 
mote areas were availabe. 

“ft has left a trail of death and 
destruction,” said relief official 
Mohammad Azharuddin, but he 
could not give details. 

The new storm aggravated the 
woes of survivors of an April 29 


cyclone by uprooting thousands 
of rebuilt homes and washing 
away belongings. 

“They are back to square one 
as far as their misery is con- 
cerned,” said Omar Faruq, relief 
coordinator in Cox’s Bazar. 

Azharuddin said thousands of 
people huddled in cyclone shel- 
ters but many had defied warn- 
ings and stayed home. 

U.S. and British forces and 
Japanese fire fighters suspended 
relief operations on Saturday in 
areas worst hit by the April storm 
whose 145-mph winds and six- 
metre waves killed more than 
138,000 people. 

Major-General Henry Stack- 
pole, commander of the U.S. task 
force, said the extent of fresh 
damage to life and property 
would be known after his troops 
surveyed newly-ravaged areas. 

He said helicopters that flew to 
safety in Dhaka as the new cyc- 


lone approached would return to 
Chittagong on Monday tc resume 
relief operations. 

The British naval ship Fort 
Grange, which lost one of its Sea 
King helicopters in the Bay of 
Bengal on Saturday, returned to 
Cox's Bazar on Sunday after rid- 
ing out tbe storm, the British high 
commission in Dhaka said. 

Commander Mike Norman of 
the Royal Navy, coordinating the 
British relief mission in Bang- 
ladesh, said his team had already 
returned to work. 

"Our first priority is relief op- 
erations. Recovery" of the heli- 
copter will come second," he 
said. 

Three hundred U.S. army per- 
sonnel, supported by tbe supply 
ship St Louis, were helping re- 
build homes for victims of the 
April cyclone and inoculating 
people against water-borne dis- 
eases. 


Iran plays up alleged 
Iraqi violations 


IRAN-IRAQ BORDER (R) — 
Iran, apparently surprised the by 
survival of Iraqi leader Saddam 
Hussein, has began playing up 
alleged Iraqi border violations 
including tbe shelling of Kurdish 
refugees inside Iranian territory. 

Although some of the incidents 
have already been reported to 
United Nations officials responsi- 
ble for monitoring tbe border, 
Iran for tbe first time took foreign 
journalists to the scene of one 
incident in which it says up to 60 
Kurds were killed. 

Iranian forces guarding this 
central sector of the border, west 
of the dty of Bakhtaran, said that 
despite the 1988 ceasefire winch 
ended eight years of war with 
Iraq, there had been frequent 
violations, especially since Iraq 
was driven from Kuwait by allied 
troops at the end of February. 

They said that because of what 


they called friendly relations with 
Iraqi troops they had only re- 
ported four recent instances to 
the Tehran office of the U.N. 
Border Monitoring Group (Un- 
imog), but the violations had 
persisted. 

The incident described to the 
foreign journalists occurred on 
April 13. Its victims were Kurds 
fleeing a Baghdad crackdown af- 
ter Kurdish guerrillas staged an 
uprising in the wake of Iraq’s 
defeat in Kuwait. 

A senior Iranian army officer 
gave a due to official thinking 
when he explained why Iran was 
now giving major puMiaty to a 
seven-week-old incident. 

Brigadier-General Zabiollah 
Oskoui, acting commander of an 
unidentified army division in the 
area, told reporters Tehran had 
expected worldwide condemna- 
tion of President Saddam for his 


invasion of Kuwait last August to 
lead to his overthrow. 

“When we saw that all the 
world knows the real face of 
Saddam Hussein, we thought he 
would be toppled,” he said. “But 
now we see he is still in power 
and think it necessary to reveal 
Saddam's actions.” 

Iran has long denounced the 
Iraqi leader, who portrays him- 
self as pious Muslim, as a tyrant 
and atheist, and bineriy criticised 
the West for supporting him up 
until bis invasion of Kuwait. 

Iraq recently publicised what it 
said was an Iranian border viola- 
tion near the southern Iraqi city 
of Basra, 

In the incident publicised by 
Iran, Iraqi troops stormed an 
Iranian border post 26 kilometres 
northeast of the ruined border 
town of Qasr-E-Shirin, Iranian 
Revolutionary Guards said. 



His Majesty King Hussein Sunday receives a Japanese parliamentary delegation (Petra photo) 

King receives Japanese delegation 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Sunday 
discussed with a visiting 
Japanese parliamentary de- 
legation, Arab- Japanese par- 
liamentary relations and means 
of enhancing bilateral ties. The 
Japanese delegation was 
headed by Mr. Yushiaki Kibi. 
The discussions were attended 
by Royal Court Chief Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker, the King's 
military secretary Prince Tala! 
Ben Mohammad, and the 
Japanese ambassador to Jor- 
dan, Mr. Tadayuki Nonoyama. 

Also Sunday His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san received the delegation 


and discussed with them bi- 
lateral relations. Prince Hassan 
praised Jordanian-Japanese 
friendship, and voiced hope 
that the delegation would have 
the chance to get first hand 
information on the latest poli- 
tical and social developments 
in the Middle East region. The 
Crown Prince stressed the im- 
portance of Asia in the main- 
tainance of world security and 
economic stability. He ex- 
plained Jordan's perception of 
a permanent and stable Middle 
East, saying that such a stabil- 
ity hinged on the right utilisa- 
tion of the region's resources , 
an end to arms race and 


addressing the problem of in- 
debtedness. 

Prince Hassan, noted that 
one of the major challenges for 
any Arab-Israeli peace process 
is the demographic dimension. 
The Crown Prince criticised 
the massive immigration of 
Jews from the Soviet Union 
and Ethiopia to the Israeli- 
occupied Arab territories, and 
called for the use of standard 
criteria when dealing with 
problems of the region. Mr. 
Kibi emphasised that the ruling 
Japanese Liberal Democratic 
Party was doing its best to help 
achieve a peaceful solution to 
the Mideast conflicts. 


Bank issued Visa cards to 
the dead, witness tells court 


By Ahmad Kreishan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — High ranking offi- 
cials at tbe now dissolved Petra 
Bank used to issue Visa (credit) 
cards io dead people or made-up 
persons in the course of conduct- 
ing their embezzlements, witnes- 
ses at the ongoing Petra Bank 


trials at the Military Court said 
Sunday. 

Some of these officials toured 
cemeteries to get names from 
epitaphs of the dead people to 
issue them with the cards and 
later transferred the credit to 
their own accounts, the witnesses 
said. 

Witness Yousef Al Salem said 


that Visa cards were already 
signed and filled except for the 
dead person's names which were 
later inserted. 

Al Salem told the court the 
secret code for the bank’s safe 
was placed solely under the con- 
trol of one woman, in violation of 

(Continued on page 5) 


City goes into indefinite strike 

Hamas, Fateh battle in Nablus 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— A gunbattle between rival 
Palestinian groups erupted in the 
bean of the occupied West Bank 
city of Nablus on Sunday. Resi-* 
dents said several youths were 
wounded. 

Palestinians said it was the 
most serious fighting between riv- 
al groups of Palestinians during 
the 42 months of their revolt 
against the Israeli occupation of 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

They said the fight started 
when members of the Muslim 
fundamentalist group Hamas 
attacked an activist of Fateh, the 
largest group in the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation. 


The youth, Amar Masurji, shot 
at his Hamas attackers, who fired 
back and seriously wounded him, 
said businessman Said Kenaan. 

Up to four other members of 


the two groups were wounded by 
ensuing gunfire, according to re- 
sidents who said the battle had 

(Continued on page 5) 


R ahim warns of Israeli designs 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Palestine 
Ambassador to Jordan Al 
Tayyeb Abdul Rahim Sunday 
warned Palestinians in the 
occupied Arab territories of 
Israeli attempts to split and 
divide the Palestinian people 
and weeken the uprising. In a 
statement to Jordan Televi- 
sion, Abdul Rahim called on 
the Palestinians under the 


Israeli occupation to be aware 
of such Israeli attempts, and to 
work towards enhancing 
national unity. He said that the 
Unified Leadership of Upris- 
ing took a number of decisions 
that aim at forging unity, and 
foiling Israeli attempts to fuel 
tribal feuds among Palesti- 
nians. 



Al Ra’i turns 20, celebrates 


Al Ra'i Chief Editor Mahmoud Al Kayed (mkhfle honours at the newspaper's 20th anniversaiy Sun- 
with glasses) with 16 staff who received long-service day (Photo by Yousef Al ’Allan) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Arabic 
language daily Al Ra’i Sunday 
turned 20 years old. The news- 
paper has through the bard 
work of its sraff and their 
dedication developed into Jor- 
dan's leading daily, despite 
many difficulties over the 
years. 

The Jordan Press Founda- 
tion, which owns Al Ra'i and 
its sister the Jordan Times, 
celebrated the occasion by 
hosting a luncheon party at Al 
Hussein Youth City attended 
by ministers, deputies, senior 
government officials, writers, 
scholars and journalists. 

Addressing the party. Chief 
Editor Mahmoud Al Kayed 
said that Al Ra’i was commit- 
ted to the causes of the nation 
and the country. Al Ra’i, he 
said, had succeeded through- 
out its long march in streng- 
thening the expression of free 
opinion and had taken 
courageous stands on all issues 


pertaining to the nation and 
the region. 

Mr. Al Kayed, who in 1988 
was replaced by a government 
decree, said Al Ra’i is the 
cause of every Jordanian and 
Arab. He said the newspaper 
will remain loyal to the mission 
of journalism, and will always 
strive to safeguard freedoms 
and respect the people's rights. 
Mr. Al Kayed (best known 
among his colleagues as Abu 
Azmi) added that the paper 
would carry out its mission 
objectively and honestly. 

The newspaper will not side 
with any particular group, par- 
ty or faction, Mr. Al Kayed 
pledged. 

A number of writers lauded 
the newspaper for its firm 
stands over Jordanian and pan- 
Arab issues. The Editor in 
Chief of the Al Dustour daily, 
Mr. Mahmoud Al Sharif said 
that Al Ra’i’s 20th birthday 
was a dear occasion that called 


upon him to salute its staff who 
have worked hard and with 
dedication to build this high 
press edifice. 

“We recall with our col- 
leagues in Al Ra'i the struggle 
of the pioneer journalists who 
founded the newspaper and 
upgraded it before leaving it 
for one reason or another,” 
Sharif said. 

Hashera Khreisat, chief edi- 
tor of Sawt Al Shaab, said that 
Al Ra’i had been an honest 
documentor of all aspects of 
life in Jordan throughout two 
decades. It documented 
national, pan-Arab and inter- 
national interactions and de- 
velopments honestly and re- 
sponsibly. Al RaTs 20th birth- 
day brings joy to the hearts of 
the Jordanian press as a whole 
and not only to Al Ra’i Staff, 
Khreisat, who recently left the 
newspaper after more than 20 

(Continued on page 5) 


Kuwait to 
hold elections 
next year 

KUWAIT (R) — The emir of 
Kuwait on Sunday called for 
general elections in October next 
year and recalled a largely power- 
less national assembly to head off 
an increasingly vocal pro- 
democracy movement. 

The emir announced the move 
in a decree issued through the 
Kuwait news agency. 

But opposition spokesmen de- 
scribed tbe announcement as an 
affront to the nation and an un- 
just reward for having suffered 
invasion by Iraq and occupation 
by Iraqi troops. 

“This is a defiance of the feel- 
ings of Kuwaitis and an affront to 
them.” Abdullah Al Nibari. lead- 
er of the Kuwait Democratic 
Forum (KDF) told Reuters. 

Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmed Al 
Sabah had promised opposition 
activists that general elections 
would be held some time in 1992 
but had hitherto declined to set a 
date. 

The announcement came two 
day’s before the opposition plan- 
ned to hold a rally in front of the 
emir’s palace to back demands 
for immediate elections and the 
return of parliament, which was 
dissolved in 1986. 

It said that as an interim step 
the national assembly, which has 
no legislative powers, would be 
reconvened and would hold its 
first meeting on July 9. 

The step had been anticipated 
by opposition leaders, who held 
unprecedented talks with the 
emir last week to protest against 
the slow pace of democratic re- 
form and against human rights 
abuses. 

Nibari said; “It is a shame that 
Kuwaiti people who stood stead- 
fast resisting Saddam Hussein’s 
atrocities should be rewarded in 
this fashion. 

“It shows total lack of confi- 
dence by the ruling family in the 
people of Kuwait and shows how 
isolated they are from their feel- 
ings.” he said. 

Tbe KDF leader said the dis- 
tant election date would give the 
ruling family time to manipulate 
the poll. 

GCC 

ministers 

meet 

DHAHRAN. Saudi Arabia (AP) 
— The foreign ministers of the 
Saudi Arabian-led Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council met Sunday for the 
second time in a month to discuss 
post-Gulf was security for theiT 
oil-rich region. 

Their earlier meeting in May in 
Kuwait coincided with the Gulf 
tour of U.S. Defence Secretary 
Dick Cheney whose country led 
Operation Desert Storm and has 
pledged to support tbe GCC 
countries against any further 
threats after the Aug. 2 Iraqi 
invasion. Cheney is back m tbe 
Middle East though this time he 
is nor visiting the Gulf states. 
Cheney has visited Egypt, the 
leading Arab military power on 
the side of the GCC states. 

The GCC groups Saudi Ara- 
bia, Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain. 
Oman and tbe United Arab Emi- 
rates. Though rich in oil, they 
have only a modest ability to cope 
with external military threats. 

Also on the agenda of the GCC 
foreign ministers, according to 
official statements, are efforts to 
bolster the U.S.-led attempt to 
arrange an Arab-Israeli peace 
parley and a call by President 
George Bush for arms control in 
the Middle East. GCC Secretary- 
General Abdullah Bishara, in 
statements to the Oman news 
agency, said that Italian Prime 
Minister Guilio Andreotti was on 
a tour of the GCC to promote the 
U.S. peace initiative. Bishara met 
with Andreotti earlier in the day 
while the Italian leader was in 
Saudi Arabia on the first leg of 
his tour. 

Bishara is to represent the 
GCC alliance at tbe U.S. prop- 
osed Arab-Israeli parley as an 
observer. Bishara also said that 
the GCC ministers would discuss 
the broadening of political and 
trade ties between the GCC and 
the 12-nation European Com- 
munity, and GCC relations with 
the persian state of Iran. 
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Iraq objects to 30 % reparations idea 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq said a 
U.N. proposal lo deduct up to 30 
per cent of Iraq's oil revenues to 
pay for Gulf war reparations was 
a deliberate attempt to harm the 
Iraqi people and hold up econo- 
mic reconstruction. 

Information Minister Hamed 
Yousef Hummadi, in a state- 
ment late Saturday, said the 30 per 
cent proposal did not take into 
account the damage inflicted on 
Iraq during the Gulf war and the 
civil unrest that followed. 

U.N. Secretaty-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar, who made the 
proposal, had based his calcula- 


tions on Iraq's civilian budget 
during the 1980s, when military 
spending for the war with Iran 
consumed most of the govern- 
ment budget, he added. 

“By ignoring these facts. Mr. 
de Cuellar seeks to do deliberate 
damage ro the Iraqi people and to 
the reconstruction of its eco- 
nomy,” he said. 

The U.N. secretary-general 
announced Friday that Iraq 
would have to pay no more than 
30 per cent of its oil revenues, 
which he estimated would still 
leave Baghdad with enough 


money to survice its foreign debt, 
feed its people and rebuild its 
devastated economy. 

The actual percentage Iraq will 
pay will be set later by the U.N. 
Compensation Commission's 
governing council, made up of all 
15 states of the Security Council. 

A European economic expert 
said he thought this council would 
set the initial rate lower than 30 
per cent because the secretary 
general's estimates were based on 
1993 projections. 

The task of settling damages 
claimed by others following Iraq's 


Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait will be 
daunting. They include Kuwait 
claims estimated at about S60 
billion, Saudi Arabia's costs for 
cleaning up pollution in the Gulf 
and .the claims of thousands of 
workers who fled Kuwait after 
the invasion. 

Iraq has asked for a five-year 
moratorium on paying repara- 
tions, a request ignored by the 
Security Council. 

There is no sign that the United 
States, backed by Britain, is will- 
ing to let any oil flow out of Iraq 
as long as President Saddam Hus- 
sein is in power. 


on border with Iraq 


IRAN-IRAQ BORDER (R) — 
Iran and Iraq have begun to 
publicise their border strains less 
than a year after Baghdad, in the 
buildup to the Gulf war. caved in 
to Iranian demands for a settle- 
ment of their bloody 1980-88 war. 

Iran is playing up alleged viola- 
tions of its border with Iraq. 

Although some of the incidents 
have already been reported to 
United Nations officials monitor- 
ing the border. Iran for the first 
time took foreign journalists to 
the scene of one incident in which 
it says up to 60 Kurds were killed . 

On the same day, the Iraqis 
took Reuter correspondent 
Jonathan Wright to their side of 
the border to visit a camp of the 
exiled Mujahideen Khalq. which 
opposes Iranian leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei. 

Iranian forces guarding this 
central sector of the border, west 
of the city of Bakhtaran. said that 
despite the 1988 ceasefire which 
ended eight years of war with 
Iraq, there had been frequent 
violations, especially since Iraq 
was driven from Kuwait by allied 
troops at the end of February. 

They said that because of what 
they called friendly relations with 
Iraqi troops they had only re- 
ported four recent instances to 


the Tehran office of, the U.N. 
border monitoring group (UN- 
IIMOG), but the violations had 
persisted. 

They described an attack on a 
border post April 13 whose 
main victims were Kurds fleeing 
Iraq. 

A senior Iranian army officer 
gave a clue to official thinking 
when he explained why Iran was 
only now giving major publicity 
ro a seven- week -old incident. 

Brigadier-General Zabioltah 
Oskoui, acting commander of an 
unidentified army division in the 
area, told reporters Tehran had 
expected worldwide condemna- 
tion of President Saddam for his 
invasion of Kuwait last August to 
lead to his overthrow. 

"When he saw that all the 
world knows the real pace of 
Saddam Hussein, we thought he 
would be toppled.” he said. “But 
now we see he is still in power 
and think it necessary to reveal 
Saddam's actions.” 

Iran has long denounced Presi- 
dent Saddam as a bloodthirsty 
tyrant and atheist, and attacked 
the West for supporting him up 
until his invasion of Kuwait. 

U.N. truce observers pulled 
out of the area last December. 


Wright from the Iraqi side re- 
ported the Mujahideen saying the 
Iranian Revolutionary Guards 
took advantage of the Iraqi 
army's preoccupation with the 
Gulf war and internal rebellions, 
to send four divisions across the 
border in March and early April 
to wipe out Mujahideen training 
camps. 

The Ashraf Camp, near the 
Iraqi town of Al Miqdadiya. con- 
tains the tombstones of 41 Mu- 
jahideen fighters killed in the 
clashes. 

The Mujahideen lack the num- 
bers or weaponry to overthrow 
the Iran government. They deny 
any violation of the border. 

In the incident publicised by 
Iran, Iraqi troops stormed an 
Iranian border post 26 
kilometres, northeast of the 
ruined border town of Qasr-E- 
Shirin, Iranian Revolutionary 
Guards said. 

The post was manned by gen- 
darmes registering Kurdish re- 
fugees as they streamed in from 
Iraq. 

An Iranian guards commander 
who gave his name as Amir said 
that in a three-day operation the 
Iraqis shelled Iranian territory, 
then pushed across the border 
into a district known as Sartang. 


Fahd, GCC 
officials 

NICOSIA (R) — Italian 
Prime Minister Giulio Andreotti. 
starting his Middle East peace 
mission in Saudi Arabia, said 
there was a rare opportunity for 
solving the Arab-Israeli conflict, 
the Saudi Press Agency reported. 

“The present international cir- 
cumstances present a rare oppor- 
tunity for finding a solution to 
this problem.” Andreotti was 
quoted as saying in a letter to 
Hamid Al Gabtd. the secretary- 
general of the Jeddah-based 
Organisation of the Islamic Con- 
ference (OIC|. 

In Saturday's letter. Andreotti 
said the 12-nation European 
Community (EC) hoped to help 
balance positions rhar would lead 
to a solution to the decades-long 
problem, guaranteeing the rights 
of Palestinians. 

Israel considers the EC is 
biased against it. 

Andreotti arrived in Saudi 
Arabia Saturday and met King 
Fahd in the eastern province 
where the Saudi monarch will 
attend a military’ parade Sunday. 

The agency said the meeting in 
the Saudi coastal city of Al Kho- 
bar was attended by Defence 
Minister Prince Sultan Ibn Abdul 
Aziz and several other officials. It 
gave no other details. 


Aziz to visit Turkey 


ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — Tur- 
key has invited Iraqi Deputy 
Prime Minister Tariq Aziz for a 
two-day official visit starting Jane 
12. it was disclosed here Sunday. 

The disclosure was made by 
left-wing opposition politician 
Bulent Ecevit after briefing Presi- 
dent Turgut Ozal on his recent 
visit to Baghdad. While in Bagh- 
dad he interviewed Iraqi leader 
Saddam Hussein and Aziz for a 
Turkish newspaper. Ecevit twice 
led social democratic govern- 
ments in 1970s. 

After talking with the Iraqi 
leaders late last month, Ecevit 
quoted President Saddam Hus- 
sein as calling for an end to the 
international sanctions against his 
country and voicing eagerness for 
the normalization of ties with 
Turkey. 

Following Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait in August, Turkey block- 
ed Iraqi oil exports by shutting off 
a pipeline and allowed U.S. war- 
planes to bomb Iraq from a Tur- 
kish air base during the Gulf war. 


After tbe war. Ozal stayed cool 
towards Baghdad's overtures for 
the resumption of dose ties and 
said that “Saddam should go and 
a democratic regime be estab- 
lished in Iraq." 

The Turkish bureaucracy, feel- 
ing the country ' was not amply 
compensated for the Golf war 
losses estimated to exceed 57 
billion, has been reported by the 
press to be displeased by the 
continuation of U.N. sanctions. 

Turkish and Iraqi officials 
agreed last month to ready the 
1,000- kilometre twin pipelines 
from Kirkuk to a Turkish port for 
the resumption of Iraqi oil ex- 
ports, but were frustrated when 
the U.N. Security Cornual's sanc- 
tions committee tamed down 
Baghdad’s request for limited ex- 
ports to pay for its food imports. 

Up to 1.5 million barrels of oQ 
can be pumped daily through tbe 
pipelines, which are tbe only out- 
let for Iraqi exports since the 
destruction of a pipeline to Saudi 
Arabia during the Gulf war. 


Arming Israel encourages it to 
launch new war — Syria 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria said 
Sunday the arming of Israel by 
the Untied States did not serve 
the cause of peace and would 
encourage the Jewish state to 
launch a new war against Arabs. 

“While talking abont peace 
and its necessity we should point 
out here that arming Israel in this 
declared way does not, in fact, 
serve the cause of peace...,” the 
ruling Baath Party daily Al Baath 
said. 

“On the contrary, it pushes 
Israel to become more obstinate. 
It cannot be ruled out that Israel 
might utilise this to launch a new 
military operation against the 
Arab nation.'* 

U.S. Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney said Thursday Washing- 
ton, was providing Israel with 10 
F-15 fighters jets, would pay most 
of tbe cost of a new Israeli anti- 
missile missile and was stockpil- 
ing arms in the Jewish state in 
case of another war in the region. 

His announcement came just 
hours after U.S. President 


George Bosh announced an iu- 
itiatve to control the flow of 
conventional weapons to tbe 
Middle East and introduce a 
freeze followed by a ban on 
weapons of mass destruction. 

The official English-language 
daily Syria Tunes questioned how 
peace could be achieved while 
Israel maintained military sup- 
remacy against Arabs. 

In an apparent reference to 
Bush's arms control proposals, 
tbe paper asked: “How could it 
be reasonable that U.S. arms 
supplies continue to flow to Israel 
at a time when tbe U.S. adminis- 
tration is declaring such a plan. 

“The double standard policy 
does not lead to just and durable 
peace in the region. There will 
never be peace in this region as 
long as the very vital interests of 
the Arab nation are ignored," the 
Syria Tunes said. 

Cheney is currently holding 
talks in Egypt, seeking to allay 
Arab misgivings over Us propos- 
als. 
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influence system Kuwait’s 
wasta survives Gulf war 


By Andrew Bill 
Reuter 

KUWAIT — Mohammad Yous- 
sef looked wistfully at the prac- 
tice ground of a Kuwaiti driving 
school. 

It was laid out with miniature 
traffic lights, roundabouts, cross 
roads — tbe daily hurdles that 
drivers must negotiate. 

But there was one obstacle it 
did not simulate, the biggest be- 
tween him and a driving licence. 
It is wasta, a system of influence 
without which it will take 
Mohammad years to even get an 
application form for a learner’s 
licence. The permit will take lon- 
ger still. 

Wasta is a colloquial Arabic' 
word for influence. It is not uni- 
que to Kuwait — it applies to 
much of the Middle East — but it 
is something yon cannot easily 
live without in the emirate these 
days. 

It means knowing someone 
near the top of the decision- 
taking process, nurturing that 
link and using it to get what you 
want. 

It is possible to get by without 
wasta in Kuwait. But in the slow 
business of returning life to what 
it was before the Gulf war wreck- 
ed everything from telephones to 
bank account records, a little 
wasta can save days, shoe leather 
and premature grey hair. 

Wasta gets what is yonrs by 
right quickly. It unlocks doors, 
whips you to the front of queues, 
cuts through bureaucracy, ■ oils 
business. With wasta yon can 


shred bureaucratic red tape. 

In the rebuilding of Kuwait 
after the Gulf war, wasta is “as 
important as cement, stronger 
than reinforced concrete and 
more vital than telephone Hues,” 
one foreign businessmen joked. 

There are hundreds of foreign 
businessmen in Kuwait at present 
scurrying after contracts for a 
piece of the 26-30 billion dollar 
cost of repairing the damage from 
die Gulf war. 

“The Iraqis took everything 
from Kuwait except the wasta 
system," said one local business- 
man. “These men with briefcases 
will need a lot of it to get what 
they want." 

It applies not only to non- 
citizens of the emirate such as 
Mohammad, whose family has 
been in Kuwait for 50 years. He is 
a Palestinian and, as such, is used 
to things taking longer than they 
might for Kuwaiti citizens. 

Kuwaitis need wasta too when 
they want things done, such as 
getting an airline ticket when 
planes are full. At present, planes 
out of Kuwait are full to the 
seams, airport sources say. 

People are returning to Kuwait 
to assess war damage to their 
homes and firms and then going 
away again. Businessmen are 
flying in to take orders because 
phone connections are faulty then 
flying out again to put them into 
effect. 

“I know a Kuwaiti who bad 
really big wasta," one resident 
recalled. “He knew someone at 
the airline and got a ticket with a 
confirmed seat in five minutes, 
rd been on the waiting list, which 


was a mile long, for the same 
flight for two weeks,'’ he said in 
awe. 

That was airline wasta. The 
same man will need wasta from 
someone else to speed up the visa 
application for a foreign bouse 
maid. Another wasta altogether 
will be called upon to leap-frog the 
queue of people waiting to have 
their air conditioner mended af- 
ter being wrecked by Iraqi 
troops. 

Work permits and jobs are the 
two things (hat most need wasta. 
“Yon may have the right qual- 
ifications for tbe job and be avail- 
able at the right time. But if you 
don’t know somebody who knows 
somebody who knows someone 
at the company, forget it,” said a 
Kuwaiti banker. 

In this process there is no 
suggestion that any money 
changes hands. It is not bribery, 
as such. But the man who dis- 
penses airline wasta will probably 
call on the pmson he helped fair 
some wasta in a state company 
where his daughter wants a job. 

For Mohammad, it means find- 
ing a friend who knows someone 
in the vehicle licence department 
he was visited several times for a 
learner’s licence application 
form. 

Tbe form has been denied him 
for two years, be said. The offi- 
cial reason is that Kuwait is trying 
to restrict the number of new 
drivers to cot down on all-too- 
freqnent road accidents. 

Mohammad knows, however, 
that Kuwaiti acquaintances have 
asked just once for an application 
form and got it. They have wasta. 


Ethiopian rebels say - 



ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia (AP) two more days. : . . - •_ ivH? 

— A former prime minister who Meanwhile, Meles Z cnawi , 
served under deposed dictator chairman of Ae democratic feonC . 
Col. Mengistu Haile Mariam las said Satuiday dwt the decision t»- 
surrendered to tbe rebels who mar ch on tire capital ‘^to restore 
have taken over the country, law and ordei^ was entirely his 
according to rebel radio. and that of his advisers. - \V-% 

The bead of Ethiopia’s interim Herman Cohen, the U.SVasasr ' 

government, meanwhile, has de- tent secretary of state; who r 
nied that he sought U.S. approval chaired the talks, has been widely" 
before sending his rebel army criticized both in Ethiopia arid- 
into Addis Ababa last week. elsewhere for appearing to cbn-^ 
The rebel force entered the done the rebel takeover. 
Ethiopian capital early Tuesday Hundreds of people 
as peace talks were under way-in fighting, folk) wing foe takeover 
London between the insurgents Tuesday. The red Cross said, ah-/ 
and a caretaker government left ammunitions damp blowup, unit 
behind by Mengistu, who fled at least 300 people were kiSed in 
days earlier. the explosion akrae. Haadreds af - 

The Ethiopian People's Re- others — mffiteryand dviHair-— 
volutionary Democratic Front died in offiw fighting- 
said Saturday it was bolding for- Also Saturday, an. inOnenfial ; 
mer Prime Minister Fikre- group of Ethiopian academ ic s at£ 
Selassie Wogdercss, according to cased the UmtedSratesaf 
a broadcast monitored in London orchestrating “a backdoor deal” 
by the British Broadcasting Cbrp. that led to the rebel takeover. - 
The group claimed Fikre- Tbe commentary came in an 
Selassie had “committed many open letter signed by 10 Univetri- 
atrotities as the right hand of that ty of Addis Ababa professbts- 
(tbe former) government." calling thenwelves tlre-COnmHt- 
Tbe one-time air force officer tees for Peace and Reconciliation 
retired as Mengistu's no. 2 man in in Ethiopia. : .• • - • *. 

November 2989 because of undis- Zeaawi, however. Said .his 

dosed health problems. He had . army would have marched on Ae. 
held the post since 1987, and capital “with or without” U.Sr 
before that was one of Mengistu’s consent.- 

three senior ministers. Tbe London conference ended 

Fikre-Selassie, . who is in bis with a statement saying Zenawfs: 
early fifties, was a member with rebels would assume temporary 
Mengistu of the clique of officers control of the Ethiopian govero- 
wtao overthrew Emperor Haile meat pending formation of a' 
Selassie in 1971. broad-based transitional govern- 

Mengistu, who fled Ethiopia meat no later than July 1. 
ahead of advancing rebels, is now “In the meantime, our fop 
living in Zimbabwe. priority is . to establish law and 

The Tigreran-dominated order in Addis Ababa and other.' 
democratic front, which had parts of the country to faefliate 
given members of Mengistu's relief efforts” for an estimated 7- 
govemment until Friday to sur- million victims of drought and 
render, said it would give them war in Ethiopia, he said. - • 


Chaotic Afghanistan 
aggravates drug 
problem for Iran 


TEHRAN (AP) — The civil war 
in neighbouring Afghanistan has 
complicated Iran’s crackdown on 
drugs, given added incentive to 
help end the long conflict, 
according to diplomats here. 

“The Iranians are worried ab- 
out the drug problem in their 
country,” said an Asian diplo- 
mat, speaking on condition of 
anonymity." There is a general 
feeling that the problem won’t 
begin to be solved until the 
Afghan issue is settled.” 

Chaos in Afghanistan has 
allowed drug growers and smug- 
glers to operate with near impun- 
ity, creating a huge supply of 
narcotics on Iran's eastern bor- 
der. 

Iranian officials themselves 
daim they are gaining the upper 
hand in an anti-drug war. 


They are fighting it with a ban 
on poppy cultivating, special drag 
squads, tougher border patrols 
and dead! penalties for those 
caugfat with even small quantities 
of narcotics. 

The chief of Iran’s until.- 
narcotics efforts, Doust Mohama- , 
than,, said his country’s efforts 
have shown governments that act 
firmly, can “eradicate poppy cul- 
tivation and hinder the growth of 
addition and drug smuggling in 
the world." 

But diplomats here say most of 
the estimated 300 tonnes of 
opium produced m Iran is con- . 
sinned here, and that tbe country 
has an estimated 2 million 
addicts. 

The government contends that 
number has dropped from about 
1 million to 600,000. 


UAE to host major 
defense exhibition 


ABU DHABI, United Arab 
Emirates (AP) — The chamber 
of commerce and industry signed 
and agreement Saturday with the 
London-based Fairs and Exhibi- 
tion Ltd. Allowing this emirate to 
bost its first-ever defence exhibi- 
tion. 

The international defense ex- 
hibition, TDX'93, is scheduled for 
Feb. 14-18,1993, the chamber 
said. 

Jumaa Ahmed Al Salami, 
acting director of the chamber 
who signed the agreement, stres- 
sed to reporters that the exhibi- 
tion is not connected nor would it 
“contravene" with U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush's call for arms 
control in the Middle East. 

“Regional security means com- 
mercial confidence, which in 
turn, leads to a better quality of 
life and prosperity for all," be 
said. 

The show will be held under 


the patronage of the UAE armed 
forces and the UAE ministry of 
defense, in cooperation with the 
chamber, said Virginia Kern tbe 
managing director of Fairs and . 
Exhibition Ltd. 

Salami said the show will fea- 
ture the latest technology in land 
and sea defence equipment and 
security systems, in addition to - 
telecommunications. 

He said major international 
companies operating in these* 
fields will be invited to take part 

Kern estimated approximately 
200 companies will participate. 

“The Middle East market is of 
prime importance to the interna- 
tional defence community and I 
am confident this exhibition will • 
be an overwhelming success," - 
Kern said. 

The same company is planning 
an air defence exhibition in 
neighbouring Dubai. 
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Brotherhood urges holy war 
to ‘liberate Palestine’ 


AMMAN (AP) — The Muslim 
Brotherhood, on Sunday urged 
Arabs and Muslims to wage holy 
war against Israel to liberate 
Palestine. 

In a statement published in the 
Arabic language daily Al Dus* 
tour, the Brotherhood's spiritual 
leader Hamed Abu AI Nasr. who 
is also the general guide of the group, 
also rejected all peaceful solu- 
tions to the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

The group is the largest and 
most organised political party in 
the Kingdom, with 22 seats in the 
80-member Parliament and 
roughly a dozen sym pa risers 
among independents. 

The party also has links with 
Islamic groups -in other Arab 
countries and in the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 

Iraq 

to import 
vegetables 
from Jordan 

BAGHDAD (R) — The Iraqi 
authorities are trying to buy 
vegetables worth $15 million 
from Jordan for sale at govern- 
ment shops, the semi-official 
newspaper Babil said on Sunday. 

The deal would be one of the 
first for food imports by the Iraqi 
state since the United Nations 
Sanctions -Committee gave coun- 
tries the freedom to release Iraqi 
assets to buy food, medicines and 
other essentials. 

There is extensive trade across 
the Iraqi-Jordanian border but 
Iraqi officials say this is all in the 
bands of private traders, not the 
state. 

Babil said the cabinet had 
asked the Iraqi company, for 
marketing agricultural produce, a 
public sector company, to 
arrange the deal under “the Iraqi- 
Jordanian agreement.” 

The vegetables — potatoes, 
tomatoes, onions, beans, auber- 
gines, cucumbers and courgettes 
— would be sold through govern- 
ment shops at the cheapest price 
possible. 

JUST graduates 

3rd batch 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan Uni- 
versity of Science and Technolo- 
gy (JUST), near Irbid, will turn 
out its third batch of graduates 
next Sunday at a ceremony to be 
beld under the patronage of His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
tiassan: 

A JUST spokesman, who made 
the announcement, said 490 stu- | 
dents would be turned out, in- 
cluding 28 who just completed 
their post-graduate studies, 20 of 
whom obtained their Masters De- 
gree in civil engineering, six in 
mechanical engineering and two 
m electrical engineering. 

The graduates come from the 
departments of architecture and 
civil, electric, mechanical and 
chemical engineering, pharmacy, 
nursing and medicine. 

Prince Hassan will also attend 
the ceremony for the graduation 
of the second batch of students 
from the civil wing of the Muta 
University in Karak, Monday. 

Speaking on the eve of the 
evenr. University President 
Awad Khleifat said that the total 
number of students this year 
stood at 1400, up from 650 in the 
1989-90 academic year. 

Dr. Khleifat said that the total 
number of students in the military 
and the dvii wings stood at 4,156 
and the total staff at 174. 

In the coming 199 1-92 
academic year, the university 
plans to open a new department. 

ICRC 

relief convoy 
in Baghdad 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The 36th the 
Internationa] Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) convoy of 
relief supplies left Amman for 
Baghdad on May 30, 1991. To 
date, over 7,800 metric tonnes of 
relief supplies have been trans- 
ported to Iraq, using over 500 
trucks since.the first convoy at the 
humming of March. 

Amongst the relief supplies 
transported so far are the follow- 
ing: 5,800 metric tonnes (mt) of 
food, 184 mt of medical supplies, 
415 mt of sanitation supplies, 405 

mt of fuel, 946 mt of various relief 

goods (tents, blankets). 

The World Food Programme 
(WFP) has donated over 5,100 mt 
of food, the rest of the goods and 
equipment having been donated 
by various Red Crescent 
societies. 

During the next two months 
more food and medical supplies 
are due to arrive in Jordan to be 

then transported to Iraq for use in 
the ICRCs distribution program- 
mes throughout the country. Jor- 
dan remains the ICRCTs most 
important logistic base for ICRC 
relief operations in Iraq. 


Strip. 

"We reiterate that ... Jihad is 
the only way to liberate our lands 
and ourselves from the gnp of the 
(Israeli) enemy.” Abu Al Naser 
said, referring to Jewish state as 
uell as territories Israel captured 
from Arabs, during the 1967 Mid- 
dle East war. 

“Our struggle with the Zionist 
entity is an ideological one. 
(The Zionists) aim at the exist- 
ence of the Muslim nation.” he 
said. 

Abu Al Naser urged Arab rul- 
ers to turn down current diploma- 
tic efforts to resolve the Arab- 
Israeli conflict peacefully. 

The Brotherhood advocates 
the elimination of the Jewish 
state. 


“All the current political initia- 
tives proposed on the Arab and 
international arenas to solve the 
Palestinian problem are aimed at 
serving long-term strategies of 
the Zionist enemy sand liquidat- 
ing the Palestinian question.” 
Abu Al Nasr said. 

•Therefore, wc strongly reject 
these initiatives and urge Arab 
and Muslim rulers to do the 
same.” he said. 

The statement said that aban- 
doning Palestine was a treason, 
“not only of the nation but also of 
God who warned against selling 
out the land and the holy places.” 
The statement added that 
neither Palestinians nor any Arab 
leader have the right 10 deter- 
mine the de&tinv of Palestine. 


which is the property of all Mus- 
lims. 

The statement called on Mus- 
lims and Arabs 10 heal their 
wounds and live up to the level of 
challenges facing them, it further 
called on the Muslim nation to 
unite in the face of the enemies.” 
who seek to obliterate the Islamic 
and Arab identity, distort the 
Islamic religion and exhaust their 
powers and capacities.” 

The Muslim Brotherhood 
group warned against establishing 
relations with the Zionist enemy 
or concluding any deals with 
them, saying that the establish- 
ment of any such relations with 
Israel will have grave reflections 
on the future of the nation and its 
struggle with the Zionist enemy. 


Israel arrests 268 Arabs, 
demolishes 20 houses, 
closes 32 schools in April 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Israeli 
authorities in April tried and 
imprisoned 268 Arab citizens in 
the occupied Arab territories and 
imposed fines on many more in 
pursuit of its arbitrary rule, 
according to a monthly report 
about the situation in the Israeli- 
held Arab lands. 

The report published here by 
the Foreign Ministry's Depart- 
ment of Palestinian Affairs, said 
that the Israeli authorities had 
confiscated 4.612 dunums of 
Arab land in the West Bank for 
the establishment of Jewish set- 
tlements. 

Since the start of the intifada, 
in December of 1987, the Israelis 
confiscated a total of three mil- 


lion dunums of land in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza, and 
increased the Jewish settlements 
in the two regions to 200. the 
sratemenr added. 

The report said that the Israeli 
authorities were maintaining 
their repressive measures against 
the Arab citizens in different 
forms including mass arrests, the 
imposition of heavy taxes, the 
uprooting or of Arab-owned 
trees, the closure of schools and 
universities and house arrests of 
prominent Palestinian activists. 

Referring to the condition of 
the detainees in Israeli jails, the 
report said they are deprived of 
their basic rights, are kepr in 
non-hygienic conditions and are 


VTC to train 14,000 in 1990 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Hie govern- 
ment Sunday moved to provide 
backing to the Vocational Train- 
ing Corporation (VTC) in its bid 
to find jobs for unemployed 
citizens of Jordan. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, released a communique issued 
by Prime Minister Mudar Badran 
urging all government depart- 
ments and public institutions to 
coordinate plans with the VTC to 
achieve that goal. The communi- 
que said that the VTC was offer- 
ing various types of training 
courses, in a number of trades, to 
prepare skilled workers and to 
raise the efficiency in general. 

“The VTC is opening various 
training progammes at its centres 


around the country to provide 
training to the unemployed 
Jordanians and to provide on-the- 
job training to workers in the 
public and private sectors in a bid 
to meet the needs of the Jorda- 
nian community,” the communi- 
que added. 

it said that the VTCs program- 
mes envisaged giving training to 
no less than 14.000 citizens during 
1991, and requested various de- 
partments to coordinate their 
(dans with the VTC. It also said 
that the new plans aimed at in- 
creasing the number of workers 
acquiring training in areas badly 
needed in the country. 

The prime minister instructed 
these departments to allocate 


special funds from their annual 
budgets to be paid as bonus to the 
workers undergoing training or 
conducting field work. 

The prime minister's communi- 
que follows his statement, last 
Monday, in which he stressed 
that the government had no 
alternative but to increase the 
number of vocational training 
centres to provide training in 
different trades and at different 
levels so that the country could 
have sufficient skilled workforce. 

He made the statement after 
opening an exhibition, organised 
by the VTC. displaying samples 
of products by 15 vocational 
training centres in Jordan. 
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Prince Hassan lauds tae kwon do team, 
urges strenuous training for future wins 


AMMAN ( Pciraj — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Ha>san 
Sunday congratulated the nation- 
al tae kwun do team who won 
second place in the fifth interna- 
tional tac kwon Jo games held 
Inst month in Yugoslavia and 
urged its member* Il< exert more 
efforts for further cams. 

Addressing the :eam members 
at a meeting' held ji Al Hussein 
Youth Citv. the Crown Prince 


said that Jordanians took pride in 
this great success achieved by the 
Jordanian youth and expect more 
successes at Arab. Asian and 
international competitions. He 
sa.d further constant training was 
required if Jordan was to attain 
successes in future games. 

He said that further efforts and 
serious preparatory work was 
needed if Jordan was to take pan 
in the coniine Barcelona Olym- 


piad in 1992. 

Following the meeting with the 
team members. Prince Hassan 
said in a statement to Jordan 
Television that he was very proud 
of the success achieved by the 
national team, and urged Jorda- 
nian organisations, universities 
and youth clubs to pursue their 
encouragement of Jordanian 
youth to increase their competi- 
tiveness and secure further gains 


for their country. 

Jordan came second in the in- 
ternational tae kwon do competi- 
tion in which lb countries too 2 
part with Mohammad Al Zouni 
winning the gold medal. 

The other team members. Hus- 
sein Makki. Yousef Abu Zc:o. 
Am mar Fahd and Tavvnq 

Nuweiser won bronze medals a; 
the competition. 


CAEU chief calls for unity 


treated in an inhuman manner. 

The imposition of long curfews 
has been causing untold suffer- 
ings for the Palestinian people, 
especially residents of the refugee 
camps, said the report. 

It noted that the Israeli author- 
ities in April demolished 20 
houses belonging to Arab citizens 
and eight stores owned by Arab 
merchants in the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip. 

Since the start of the intifada, 
the Israelis demolished 391 
homes in the two areas and per- 
manently closed 261 homes, the 
report said. 

Also during April, it said. 32 
schools were closed for two suc- 
cessive weeks. 


AMMAN (Petra i — Council of 
Arab Economic Unity i CAEL't 
Secretary -General Hassan Ibra- 
him Sunday issued a statement 
calling on Arab countries to even 
serious effort* towards enhancing 
the role of pan -Arab institutions, 
especially thovr dealing with eco- 
nomic affairs, in order to boost 
inter- Arab cooperation. 

"It is incumbent on us. Arabs, 
at this critical stage, to adhere to 
the objectives and concepts of the 
Arab organisation* operating 
under the umbrella of the Arab 
League so that ux* can overcome 
all weaknesses and causes of divi- 
sions and embark or. a new phase 
of inter- Arab relations that places 
higher national interest obove all 
other considerations.” said Mr. 


Ibrahim in a statement Sunday, 
on the eve of CAEU’s 27th 
anniversary. 

The Arab World, he said, is 
currently facing serious chal- 
lenges that can only be con- 
fronted through collective action 
and unified stand socially, politi- 
cally and economically. 

He said that since irs establish- 
ment. the CAEL’ witnessed ma- 
jor achievements despite the 
obstacles and the differences 
among the Arab countries. 

Mr. Ibrahim said that Arab 
organisations could serve as a 
sound basis for unity among the 
Arabs, “but it is regrettable to 
say that political decisions had 
more often than not disrupted 
joint Arab action.” 


Jordan, Iraq to discuss 
parliamentary issues, ties 


Awqaf minister denies 
Egyptian paper report 


AMMAN f J.T. » — Minister of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Ibra- 
him Zeid Kilani has denied state- 
ments attributed to him in the 
Egyptian Akhbar Al Yom news- 
paper published last month. 

The paper had quoted Dr. 
Kilani as pledging to the Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak's voice 
in the Arab World, and to have 
apologised to the president nr 
having adopted previous stands 
unfavourable to Egypt. 

In a statement published Sun- 
day. the minister said that he was 
one of the partiri pants in an 
Islamic conference, held in Cairo 
between April 25 and 27. when 
he met the Egyptian president 
along with the other participants. 

‘At the meeting, I put forth 
Jordan’s stand with regard to 
joint Arab action on Palestine 
and denounced repressive regim- 
es that do harm to the dignity of 
man and bring about disaster to 


the nation.” said Dr. Kilani in his 
statement." I also called for the 
Arab and Muslim nations to deal 
with their own problems and to 
refrain from allowing foreign na- 
tions from tampering with their 
internal affairs.” Dr. Kilani 
added . 

He said that he had told the 
Egyptian president that the 
Israeli intelligence (MossadJ had 
penetrated all Arab countries and 
warned of this grave danger. He 
said he had spoken frankly and 
openly in the presence of all the 
heads' of the various delegations, 
but never apologised for anything 
as the Akhbar Al Yom newspap- 
er had falsely reported. 

The minister said that ques- 
tions related to political and eco- 
nomic issues of concern to the 
Arab and Islamic worlds were the 
only subjects discussed at the 
meeting. 


AMMAN C J.T. t — A Jordanian 
parliamentary delegation led by 
Lower House Speaker Abdul 
Latif Arabiyat leaves for Bagh- 
dad Monday on an official visit, 
at the invitation of the Iraqi 
pa. liamcni. to discu>* parliamen- 
tary affairs and cooperation be- 
tween the two countries. 

In a statement on the eve of the 
visit. Dr. Arabiyat said that the 
visit was designed to help Arab 
countries coordinate their stands 
and bolster solidarity among 
them as well as help the current 
political and economic embargo 
imposed on Iraq. 

"The delegation members will 
also study the situation in Iraq 
and discuss means of confronting 
the hostile designs of dismember- 
ing the Arab countries.” said Dr. 
Arabiyat. 

Since the start of the Gulf 
crisis. Dr. Arabiyat said. Jordan 
has been urging the Arabs to find 
peaceful means of settling differ- 
ences between Kuwait and Iraq 
and repeated the same call during 
an Arab Parliamentary Union 
(APU) meeting held recently in 
Libya. Dr. Arabiyat said that the 
Arab parliamentarians adopted a 
unified stand at the APU meet- 





Abdul Latif Arabiyat 

ing. voicing total support for Iraq 
and for solidarity among Arab 
states. 

Dr. Arabiyat expressed hope 
that the visit would pave the 
ground for other meetings among 
Arab countries, especially 
through APU. to serve Arab 
interests. 

Dr. Arabiyat said he uou-d 
hold talks with Iraqi officials on 
parliamentary affairs, on opening 
of communication berween Iraq 
and the Arab countries and on 
bilateral relations. 


Jewish immigration 


AMMAN (Petra) — Chairman of 
the Lower House of Parliament's 
Foreign Affairs Committee 
Ahmad Innab Sunday discussed 
with Harold Altsen, North Liver- 
pool's candidate for the House of 
Commons elections, the Israeli 
expansionist policy in the occu- 
pied Arab territories and the 
Jewish immigration to Palestine. 
Mr. Innab and Mr. Altsen. stres- 


sed the need for Israeli withdraw- 
al from the occupied Arab terri- 
tories. in accordance with inter- 
national resolutions, and called 
for enhancing Jordanian-British 
relations. 

The meeting was attended by 
the Committee's Rapporteur Issc 
Madanat and the committee’s 
member Sa'd Haddadin. 


Public holiday announced 

AMMAN (Petra) — June 10 according to an official announce- public institutions would remain 
marks the Great Arab Revolt and meat here Sunday. closed on that day in com- 

Army Day in Jordan and will be The announcement said that all memoration of the anniversary, 
observed as a public holiday, government departments and 

[stop 
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Israel blocks U.N. 
special mission 

THE UJi. special committee to investigate Israeli practices 
ylfw-rtiy g the hum an rights of the Palestinian people and 
ether Arabs of the occupied territories that has just 
tvpIwH a. working visit to Jordan has been trying to 
conduct its work and cany out its mission since 1968 
without ever succeeding in visiting the territories bang under 
enadadion. This year as in every year for the past 23 year, 
the committee has contented itself with visiting Jordan, 
Syria and Egypt in a bid to improvise and gather the 
necessary information and data on the Israeli violations of 
Che famaB rights of Palestinians and other Arabs under 
occupation since 1967. 

“We are not able to visit the occupied territories since we 
have not had positive response from the Israelis,” com- 
plained the rhairman of the committee on Tuesday. 
'Instead,” the chairman continued, “we receive newspaper 
reports on incidents related to human rights violations.” he 
c o n firme d that the committee has listened to some 13 
witnesses from the West Bank during its three-day fact- 
finding mission in Jordan. 

Although the U.N. General Assembly resolution that 
created the committee had specifically called on Israel to 
coopera te ftrDy with and allow it to visit the occupied Arab 
territories, Israel has been able since the inception of this 
body to abort the committee’s mandate by constantly 
refusing to facilitate, its admission to the West Bank, Gaza 
Strip and the Golan Heights. And by consenting to carry out 
its missions from outride the occupied territories, the 
committee has created a dangerous precedent that has not 
been possBrie to reverse all these 22 years. 

One wonders if instead of allowing the committee to 
condnct its work, under the existing absurd conditions, the 
UJM. General Assembly may not consider making a more 
determmed effort to facilitate the entry of the U.N. mission 
to the areas that are under scrutiny. The bulk of the 
i nfo rm a tion being gathered by the mission members undo* 
the prevailing conditions is at best marginal compared to 
what can be collected in the real field. The Arab govern- 
ments and the supporters of the" Palestinian cause should 
therefore raise the issue during the next session of the U.N. 
General Assembly and insist on the full cooperation of Tel 
Aviv for the carrying ont of the mandate of the special 
committee. The support of Washington and its allies should 
also be sought In this legitimate endeavour. 

Since Israel feds that its human rights record in the West 
Bank and the other occupied Arab territories is either 
perfect or near perfect, it has nothing to fear from the visit 
of the committee. By refusing to cooperate with the 
three-member body, the Israeli occupying authorities are in 
effect giving additional credence to the internationally-hold 
view that it is violating every pro vision in the Fourth Geneva 
Convention. 



ARABIC PRESS COMMENT ABIES 

AL RAT Sunday celebrated its 20th anniversary with its Chief 
Editor Mahmoud A1 Kayed pledging in an editorial that the paper 
will remain faithful to its readers and folly committed to serve the 
nation. There can be no way of going back or delaying the 
newspaper's progress and continued improvement specially as the 
country is entering the last decade of the present century and a 
new phase of democratic rule, said the editor. He pledged that the 
daily will continue to serve as a forum for all ideas and the 
tendencies and thoughts of various groups and individuals, bee of 
all forms of hatred, selfishness and narrow-mindedness. He said 
that as it has been the practice in the past, the paper will continue 
to hold supportive or divergent views from those held by prune 
ttmuster’s, Cabinet members and Parliament deputies or other 
officials in the course of a race to serve the country and the 
Jordanian citizens and Arabs at large- The editor considered A1 
Ra’i as a public organ of monitoring and helping to control 
various developments, and deal with different issues of concern to 
the public with total^frankness and objectivity in a purely 
constructive manner. The writer said that the newspaper will 
always serve as an arena where various opinions are put forth and 
debated and where various writers and citizens can have their say 
freely, because the A1 Ra’i, be said, will remain the rightful 
property for all citizens. 

Sawt AI Shaab Arabic daily dwelt on Washington’s plans to 
(fisarm the Middle East, and asked why should Israel be exempted 
from such a plan. The paper said one cannot help expressing 
astonishment over the G.S. administration's insistence on pur- 
suing doable standard policies towards the Middle East. Washing- 
ton is busy nowadays, bragging about its disarmament plans 
through the media and official information services at a time when 
U.S. administration officials announce new arms deals for 
supplying the Jewish state with rockets and war planes. It said 
there is no doubt that the U.S. administration is striving to 
m a intain Israel’s military superiority over the Arab countries by 
any possible means; and it is dear that Washington is determined 
to pursue this strategy. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By Waked Safi 



IF this time around, the Baker initiative is aborted for one reason 
to another, on balance the Arab side would be the bigger loser. 
Israel has everything to gain if the ongoing peace initiative comes 
to naught because this serves its inrerests best. Ever since time 
immemorial, Israel benefitted from the lack of movement in the . 
search for peace in the Middle East. 

By the same token, the Arabs have always been the losers when 
there was no viable peace process in the Middle East peace 
market place. So while we may take comfort in rejecting a peace 
conference on the Arab-Israeli conflict without an effective U.N. 
involvement, we must likewise take stock of where this “correct 
decision” is leading us. Our rejoice may end up short-lived if the 
demise of the Baker peace initiative is exactly what Israel seeks as 
a prelude to the expansion of its settlement programme in the 
Arab territories leading to their annexation. 

Continuing Israeli colonisation of the West Bank. Gaza Strip 
and the Golan Heights can be best characterised as de facto 
annexation of these territories. Even Washington is getting 
exacerbated by Tef Aviv’s persistent confrontation of ever)' U.S. 
peace initiative or a Baker visit to Israel with more and more 
settlement building. At least on this point, both Arab and 
non-Arab countries see eye to eye and agree that the Israeli 
settlement policy is the biggest hurdle in the path of the peace 
process whereever it is. 

From the Arab point or view as long as the Arab population of 
the occupied territories is kept intact and the creeping movement 


can be dead right 


of Israelis into those territories is kept at bay, there will always be 
hope to reprieve the West Bank and the other Arab territories 
from Israeli designs and manipulations. So the issue of Israeli 
settlements in Arab lands has got to assume a heightened priority 
and urgency in the wake of massive Jewish emigration from the 
Soviet Union and elsewhere in the world to beef up the Israeli 
population. There must be a growing sense of realisation that 
burgeoning Jewish population will ultimately have no place to go 
except to overflow to Arab territories in view of the limitation on ' 
Israeli territory to accommodate the new floods of Jews. What all 
this boils down to is that frustrating such an Israeli master plan . to 
evacuate the Arab territories of their indigenous Palestinian 
population and replace them with new Israeli citizens is a most 
pressing issue and overriding objective. If there is agreement on 
this situation, then Arab efforts need to be directed first and 
foremost to die objective of stopping the colonisation of Arab 
territories at all costs. 

This means accepting a peace formula that can at least halt the 
creeping de facto annexation of Arab lands. For this limited 
purpose, one may even entertain accepting interim peace formu- 
las or partial solutions that can put an end to the Israeli 
colonisation of Arab territories. 

As long as there is no semblance of movement in the peace 
process, the chances are greater that Tri Aviv would accelerate its 
settlement programme. In other words, as long as the peace 
process in the Middle East is held in abeyance for whatever 


. _ Haf1 fhere -riff always be the risk that Israel's 

iSakaanur and his clique will cxptaft the 
process to speed up to settlement 

'ambition. - 


By and large the Arab postures on opport»mrties torpto m 
the Middle East have been too academic and gro ssly k ^aEmc. 
Tb^isan expression? tea* I had teamed a tang tanes^tfcat 
pertains to <Wvfog habits and is applicable jo tbejpol^offee 
Middle East. It goes like this: One ca n be nA t m to to^styte 
as far as the rules of the game are concerned bat he cm also be 
“dead right" at the same tune for insisting on h» or her oght of 
way, etcT The moral of the story is that it b high t ime th at the 
Arab parties weigh their options when rejecting or acce pting any 
erven proposal for peace. When the partition plan for Pakstinc in 
1947 Wrejected, no one bothered to require about the 
alternatives. As imperfect as that partition plan was onbatance it 
was the best available option that the Palestinians could have 
enjoyed. The same short-sighted approach to pe ace op tions was 
maintained by the Arab parties even though thOT finger were 
burned on all occasions. At the rate tiring? are going in the area, 
there would not be much to salvage by the end of fes decade. 
Given Israel's well-calculated campai gns t o swell - the teach' 
population and create new facts on fee ground, the Arab side can 
01 afford the luxury of being too morafistic, academic ^.legalistic 
in its search for a temoorarv solution to the Arab-Israeli conflicts. 


By Jonathan Wright 
Reuter 

ASHRAF CAMP, Iraq — The 
drums of war are beating on the 
Iraq-Iran border, where an Au- 
gust 1988 ceasefire looks in- 
creasingly fragile. 

At eight in the morning, at a 
parade ground within view of the 
Iranian plateau, a disciplined 
army of Iranian exiles is drilling 
to the rousing music of the Mu- 
jahideen Khalq Movement. 

“Fire" shout the ranks of men 
and women, Kalashnikovs at 
their shoulders, at the climax of a 
fighting song called “Massoud’s 
Order” — after Mujahideen lead- 
er Massoud Raj a vi 

The movement’s National Li- 
beration Army of Iran does not 
have the numbers or the weapon- 
ry to overthrow the Tehran gov- 
ernment but its ambitious talk 
and recent skirmishes with Iran's 
Revolutionary Guards suggest 
that all is not well along the 
frontier. 

U.N. truce observers pulled 
out of the area last December. 
Iran and Iraq, which fought for 
eight years up to 1988, are back at 
their old practice of subverting 
their neighbours through dissi- 
dents. 

Young Iraqi men, tired of wast- 
ing years on the front, first 
against Iran and then to defend 
Iraqi-occupied Kuwait from U.S. 
and allied forces, say their worst 
fear is renewed war with their 
powerful eastern neighbour. 

Diplomats say outright war is 
unlikely but relations between 
Baghdad and Tehran are ’in- 
creasingly hostile. Neither side is 
trying to be conciliatory. 

Iraqi officials say Iran and the 
United States have a secret agree- 
ment for Iran to complete what 
Washington foiled to do in the 
Gulf war — overthrow President 
Saddam Hussein. 

Iran openly encouraged Iraq’s 
Shi'ite Muslims to rise np against 
President Saddam in March, 
when abortive rebellions swept 
the Iraq south and Kurdish north. 

Tehran has also impounded 
more than 100 Iraqi warplanes, 
flown across the border in Janu- 


Iran-Iraq border 


>t war on 

ary and February, apparently to 
save them from allied bombing. 

At Ashraf Camp, between 
Baghdad and the Iranian border, 
these developments are good 
news to the Mujahideen Khalq 
(the people's fighters. 

"We have gained much experi- 
ence in the latest fighting and we 
are preparing for bigger battles in 
the future," said operations offic- 
er Ali Akbar Anbaz. 

“Our strategy is a war of libera- 
tion to overthrow the Khomeini 
regime by armed force. We be- 
lieve we have the capability to 
destroy their armed forces," 
added camp commander H ossein 
Abrishamchi. 

Until a series of engagements 
inside Iraq in March had early 
April, the Mujahideen bad not 
fought since July 1988, when they 
advanced deep into Iran along- 


side Iraqi forces. 

They know that peace along 
the border could spell a slow 
death for their movement. Its 
fighters, held back by the Iraqis, 
would lose hope of launching an 
offensive. 

Pressed on the movement's 
ceasefire policy, Abrishamchi 
said, “we shall respect it but we 
face the Khomeini regime, which 
has little respect for such things- 1 ' 

An army political officer said 
the situation was so volatile that 
the Mujahideen expected to find 
a way round any temporary 
obstacles to their military ambi- 
tions. 

The Mujahideen's public rela- 
tions department, as calmly effi- 
cient and enthusiastic as their 
army, meanwhile tries to publi- 
cise as much as possible Tehran’s 
most bellicose statements. 


It quotes Iranian President 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani as 
saying on April 12 that “oppres- 
sed Iraqis in Iran have crossed the 
border into Iraq and launched a 
campaign against Iraq.” 

The Mujahideen say the size of 
their army is a military secret but 
published reports have estimated 
its s t reng t h at between 40,000 and 
100,000 men. 

Reporters who visited Ashraf 
Camp, near the town of AI N6- 
qdadiya, Saturday saw the marble 
tombstones of 41 fighters killed in 
the battles of March and April. 
Three others were missing in ac- 
tion and about 30 were wounded, 
officers said. 

They said Iran’s Revolutionary 
Guards, taking advantage of the 
Iraqi army's preoccupation with 
the Gulf war and internal rebel- . 
lions, sent four divisions across 
the border to wipe out the Mu- 
jahideen training camps. 

They showed video recordings 
of the fighting around tbe border- 
towns of Khanaqin and Jahila, 
with scores of dead Iranians and 
Iranian prisoners. 

The camp is a vast complex on 
an open plain, with neatly tended 
rose gardens, avenues lined with 
recently planted oleanders and 
eucalyptus trees. 

The street names are in Farsi 
and English, not in Arabic, and 
all the vehicles cany distinctive 
green number plates showing 
they are exempt from customs 
duty. 

It has workshops for Soviet- 
made T-SS and British-built 
Chieftain tanks and U.S.-made 
M-113 and Soviet-made BMP-1 
armoured personnel canters, 
staffed by mechanics trained in 
Britain, the United States or in 
the Iranian armed forces. ■ 

Nastr Mahabadi, who studied 
electrical engineering at Califor- 
nia State University and then ran 
a towing service in Valencia, 
California, said he joined the 
army because he was fed up with 
“those people ruling my 
country.” 

He said the army had no trou- 
ble finding spare parts for its 
motley collection of armour. “I 
don’t know where they get them. 

I just fix them,” be said. 


‘Iraqi officials say Bran and the Un- 
ited States have a secret agree- 
ment for Iran to complete what 
Washington failed to do in the Gulf 
war — overthrow President Sad- 
dam Hussein.’ 
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A walk for peace 


By E. Yagfai 

THE Middle East has been the scene of tnrbntance for over half a 
century. Peace is an intangible dream that beats in the hearts of 
millions of Arabs. However, daring the Guff war, tike Gulf Peace 
Team, a group of people from all walks of life and from all over 
the world, congregated in Iraq with the hopes of preventing the 
outbreak of armed conflict. Although many members or the 
original Gulf Peace Team have returned to their various countries 
of origin, there still remains some dedicated hxSridoab in 
Amman who are much more aware of the problems characteristic 
of this area than when they first arrived. These remaining 
members share a concerned interest in current Middle Eastern 
events. High on their agenda is to. find a solution to the perilous 
situation in the occupied Arab territories. The office coordinators 
of the Amman-based Gulf Peace Team are Kathy KeDy and 
Cari-Erik Paasonen. 

Because of their concern, tbe Gulf Peace Team is undertaking a 
Peace Walk that will begin in Jerusalem on June 4, 1991. This 
date will coincide with The International Day For Children As 
Victims Of War. The walk will last seven days in memory of the 
1967 war that began June 5, 1967. Participants of the Peace Walk 
wiD come from around the world. The purpose of tins endeavour 
is to gain global attention to encourage peace and justice in tbe 
Middle East and to focus international attention on the Palestine 
problem wife fee hopes of finally implementing fee U.N. 

- resolutions which were passed concerning the protection of the 
inalienable rights of the Palestinian people. The Gulf Peace team 
deplores all violations of human rights as well as tbe Israeli 
military occupation of Palestinian land. Tbe Gtrff . Peace Team 
hopes to baud a viable framework for peace. 

Some of the participants in the'Peace Walk should have arrived 
in Jerusalem on June 1 before the event takes {feme to attend 
workshops, train for non-violence and to meet wife eminent 
Palestinians such as the lawyer Dr. Jonathan Ruttab and Faisal 
Hussein. One of fee workshops will be a workshop on the intifada 
and human rights in the occupied territories. 

On the first day of the walk, Tuesday, Jute 4, a witness from 
the participants will be present at the Israeli Knesset and also a 
witness will be present at the Damascus Gate in Jerusalem. There 
will also be a v(gfl at one of the Israeli prisons where Palestinians 
are held. The length of the walk will be abont 120 kilometres. The 
participants plan walk from Jerusalem towards Jordan and intend 
to enter Jordan on June 7. On the morning of June 8, they will 
walk to Salt and on Jane 9, they will then walk to Amman and 
arrive here on Jane 10. , 

The ninth convoy of medical relief supplies was sent on May 28 
to Iraq wife some members of the Gulf Peace Team as well as 
other people representing fee United States and Germany. Tbe 
cost of the medical supplies on tbe convoy is dose to $8,000. An 
American group called fee Caravan of Solidarity and Resistance 
For an Awareness of Iraqi suffering raised $15,000 to be divided 
between citizens of Iraq and fee Gaza Strip. Other groups 
represented on the convoy are: The National Assembly of 
Religious Women, The Palestine Human Rights Information 
Centre and the Eighth Day Centre For Justice. Those persons 
accompanying fee convoy to Iraq hope to complete their mission 
in Iraq and be present in Jerusalem by June 4, in time for fee 
Peace Walk. 


Glittering skeletons in Giscard’s closet 


By Stuart Wavefl 

IT WAS supposed to be the final 
word of a scandal feat helped to 
bring down France’s last presi- 
dent. But a candid account of fee 
infamous “diamonds affair” by 
Val6ry Giscard d’Estaing has 
reopened fee controversy and, 
some believe, damaged his 
chances of returning to the 
Elys£e. 

The exculpatory version by the 
66-year-old French politician, 
whose new volume of autobiogra- 
phy denies accusations feat he 
pocketed diamond gifts, from 
Jean-Bedel Bokassa, the' self- 
styled emperor and president-for- 
tife of the Central African Re- 
public, was immediately chal- 
lenged last week by those who 
originally exposed the imbroglio. 

“It’s an old song, and Giscard 
is singing a false note,” com- 
mented fee satirical weekly Le 
Canard Enchain6, which caused a 
sensation in 1979 by reproducing 
a letter signed by Bokassa author- 
ising a tray of 30-carat diamonds, 
valued at an estimated 1m francs 
(£100,000), to be presented to 
Giscard. 

A recent opinion poll made 
him fee best-placed conservative 
candidate for tbe 1995 presiden- 
tial election. But the candour of 
his latest memoirs, which raise 
further questions over the di- 
amonds affair, could rapidly 
undermine his political rehabilita- 
tion. 

In his book The Confrontation, 
Giscard, the leader of tbe con- 


servative UDF party, makes the 
astonishing confession feat fee 
attacks on him were so humiliat- 
ing feat he avoided reading poli- 
tical articles for seven years. 

More contentious were his 
diaims feat fee famous “Bokassa 
letter” had been forged by an 
accomplice of the African dictator 
in revenge for fee coup d’dtaf feat 
Giscard successfully mounted 
against him in 1979, and that the 
value of the diamonds — which 
he admitted receiving — was a 
fraction of Le Canard Enchaftte's 
estimate. 

The affair took another unex- 
pected twist last week when the 
journalist who had obtained the 
original “Bokassa letter” re- 
vealed fee identity of his source. 
Far from being a friend of Bokas- 
sa. his informant was a dis- 
affected adviser to the 
“emperor.” 

The scene was photographed 
by fee official news agency in fee 
Central African Republic, Pierre 
P6an claimed in the left-wing 
daily Liberation. ‘’After feat, 
each time fee adviser went into 
his boss’s office, Bokassa proudly 
exhibited the photo, saying: ‘You 
see, Giscard d’Estaing is my 
friend.”’ 

In addition to these contradic- 
tions, reviewers have been intri- 
gued by Giscard’s reluctance to 
mention the word “diamonds” in 
his 56-page chapter on tbe affair. 
Explaining this inhibition, Gis- 
card said: “The word is magic. It 
is a symbol of wealth. It evokes 
fabulous, unlimited resources,” 


whereas, he insisted, they were 
“of no greet value” and too 
poorly cut to be mounted m 
jewellery — certainly not fee 30 
carats mentioned in fee “Bokassa 
letter ” 

Elaborating in a television in- 
terview, be claimed that Le 
Canard Enchaind, which 
obtained the 1m franc estimate 
from a jeweller in fee Central 
African Republic, had been con- 
fused. The figure was in local 
francs, reducing fee diamonds’ 
value to £2,000. 

Giscard insisted feat be had 
been the victim of “a machina- 
tion, whose authors I know,” and 
announced' that he would reveal 
the full details in the next instal- 
ment of his autobiography. This 
has not quietened speculation, 
nor has his published list of the 
173 diamonds that he admits re- 
ceiving from Bokassa over a five- 
year period. Tbe proceeds from 
their sale, amounting to about 
£11,000, were divided between 
humanitarian causes, he re- 
ported. 

Describing tbe fateful pre- 
sentation (his second) at Bokas- 
sa’s palace, Giscard writes: “At 
the moment of [my] departure, 
he took from his desk a small box 
and some objects wrapped in 
paper. These are souvenirs of 
thjscountry,’ he told me. ‘In tbe 
Box are two cardboard trays con- 
taining brilliants. I have created a 
school at Bangui to teach the 
cutting of stones. You can see 
what our pupils are already cap- 
able of doing.” 


Giscard claims that the damn- 
ing “Bokassa tetter” was a fake 
found by DST secret service 
agents at tbe French borne of 
Roger Delpey, a sympathiser of 
fee disgraced dictator. Delpey, 
according to Giscard, bad visited 
Bokassa in exile in fee Ivory 
Coast and obtained his signature 
on numerous blank pages, which 
he later filled in. 

Pierre Plan's account directly 
conflicts wife this version. The 
independent journalist, author of 
a biography of Bokassa, says he 
obtained the document from 
Maurice Espamasse, a French 
rivfl servant who became Bokas- 
sa’s closest adviser, and who wit- 
nessed the presentation. 

Espainasse died in 1989, aged 
66. But P6an and Le Canard 
Enchafog referred last week to 
other documents seized from 
Bokassa’s palace by French para- 
troops. Their mission, Le Canard 
Enduring claimed, was “to pro- 
tect die reputation of a presi- 
dent.” 

The satirical paper enumerated 
other omissions from Giscard’s 
memoirs: fee diamonds that spelt . 
out his name on his hunting rifle, 
the “favours” Bokassa offered to 
Giscard’s cousin Francois, the 
“marvellous carpets’* offered by 
the Shah of Iran, and a 10-kilo 
gold ram banded over by the 
president of fee Ivory Coast. 

“My cure is now complete,” 
Giscard writes. Many believe feat 
his tribulations have just recom- 
menced — Sunday Times. 


Tbe Gulf Peace Team invites tbe people of Jordan to join them on 
Jane 7 at the bridge for the continuation of tbe Peace Walk. 
Anyone interested in joining the Peace Walk may call die Golf 
Peace Team office at telephone number 665-410. May God Mess 
tbe courageous efforts of the Gulf Peace Team and may we all 
find peace. 


Congratulations 


To the Editor: 

IT IS with great pleasure feat I celebrate tbe twentieth 
anniversary of your prosperous foundation, fee Jordan Press 
Foundation. The Foundation has for twenty years been providing 
tbe Jordanian community with news and views and has deserved 
its readers' confidence by reporting and suggesting developments 
concerning Arab and Palestinian rights. 

The Foundation well-known for its coverage of varied issues 
has its distribution significantly increased and still has tbe 
potential of being brought to each door of every home in Jordan 
and tbe Arab World, 

AI Ra’i has grown to be the leading newspaper in Jordan due to 
its editors' and reporters’ continuous effort to produce high 
quality material. 

Th e Jordan Tunes, as an English newspaper, has improved 
Jordan's press standard and enhanced its achieveme nts 

On tbe Foundation’s twentieth anniversary, we tbe 
to extend out congratulations and encouragement, wishing you a 
more prosperous future and brighter years to come. 


Fantf Bassff, 
Country General Manager, 
Skypak, 
Amman. 
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Hamas, Fateh battle in Nablus 


(Contliwed from page 1) 

been brewing for weeks, 

“It is a very dangerous and 
volatile situation," Ken&an. who 
has nationalist connections, told 
Reuters. “We have to separate 
the Hamas and Fateh suppor- 
ters.’' 

Kenaan spoke from his office, 
which was closed as pan of an 
indefinite protest strike against 
the internal fighting. The strike 
abruptly shut down all business in 
the largest Palestinian dty out- 
side of Jerusalem. 

A briefer dash took place last 
week. Differences had emerged 
over die PLO’s endorsement of 
contacts between Palestinians 
and U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker. Hamas, which 
seeks the elimination of Israel, 
opposed the meetings. 


Kenaan said a joint statement 
resolving their differences, had 
been expected on Sunday. In- 
stead the feud erupted into open 
battling in the Casbah. the 
Ottoman-era labyrinth of shops 
and homes in the heart of the 
city. 

However, Kenaan described 
the fighting, which included the 
use of at least one submachine 
gun by Hamas, as mainly a pro- 
duct of teenage gang rivalries. 

"The hatred between the two 
parties was always there,” he 
said. "In the Casbah the differ- 
ences were not political or reli- 
gious. It was differences between 
teenagers.” 

Kenaan said: "Anyone from 
Hamas who sees anyone from 
Fateh on the street now will try to 
stab him — it is very dangerous.” 


Visa cards for the dead 


(Cootimsed from page I) 

instructions given by the Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ). 

Banking circles say the loss 
incurred by the treasury in the 
bank’s liquidated process and the 
CBJ takeover in 1989 amounted 
to no less than JD 400 million. 
Over 50 per cent of this amount 
has been pumped in by the CBJ 
to keep the institution afloat be- 
fore ordering its liquidation. 

The court trials of nearly 45 
people involved in the embezzle- 
ment of Petra Bank funds started 
last week soon after the comple- 
tion of the public prosecutor’s 
investigations into the case. 

The government which froze 
all martial law provisions in early 
1990 said that cases related to 
Petra Bank, once the second 
largest bank in the country, 
would still be handled by the 
Military Court. 

AI Salem told the court in its 
third session Saturday, that he 
was appointed bead of a special 
committee entrusted by the milit- 
ary prosecutor to condcut inves- 
tigation into tiie embezzient cases 
involving Petra Bank employees, 
and to determine the total 
amounts of funds that had been 


Al Ra’i turns 20 

(Cautioned from page 1) 


years of service, said. 

Al Ra'i columnist Khalid 
Mahadin said that the news- 
paper was for aO Jordanian and 
Arabs, and that was the secret 
behind its success. 

Another-cohunnist. Ibrahim 
Sakkijha, said Al RaTs 20th 
birthday was a day for all the 
press m Jordan. He recalled 
the establishment of the news- 
paper on June 2, 1971, when 
he was recalled by the founda- 
tion's former Director General 
Jumaa Hammad to contribute 
to developing the paper. 

Al Ra'i columnist Salah 
Abdul Saxnad called on the 
newspaper staff to exercise 
setf-critidsm, saying that con- 
structive critidsm was essential 
for the betterment of the work 
of editors, reporters and wri- 
ters. Such c ri tici s m depends on 
proper assessment of their 
work, and their ability to see 
the gaps and shortcomings and 
to bridge them in future. 

Badr Abdul Haq, a veteran 
columnist at AJ Ra'i, voiced 
pride in what he termed as the 


“fighting spirit,” which had 
emerged whenever there was a 
crisis or a dangerous turning 
point, or whenever “months 
were forcibly shut and pens 
broken.” The paper has always 
known how to deal equal blows 
to those trying to suffocate it, 
without revenge or reprisal. In 
doing so the paper functioned 
properly in accordance with 
the decent journalistic per- 
formance which is based on the 
respect of facts, however hard 
they were. Abdul Haq, howev- 
er, criticised the newspaper 
management and a “one-man 
show that characterises its 
administration.” 

Ibrahim Bakr, a Jordanian 
advocate, said that one could 
not make a consistent evalua- 
tion of Al Ra’i throughout the 
years, because it passed 
through different stages, each 
one characterised by different 
political and intellectual fea- 
tures depending on the editor 
in chief and the team of editors 
and writers. 


The irresistible surge from the south: 

Worsening North-South inequalities will 
intensify the migratory flow toward Europe 


ELO feature 


embezzled. 

He said chat his task was vast 
chat he had to look into records 
and documents before submitting 
a detailed report to the govern- 
ment. 

A Salem told the court that the 
11-member committee he headed 
submined a total of 106 reports 
which were later condensed into a 
32-page report supported by va- 
rious annexes. 

The witness testified that Petra 
Bank lacked proper administra- 
tive divisions and job descriptions 
for each employee, especially 
! those authorised to sign docu- 
ments, cheques etc. He said that 
the bank lacked proper security 
and safety measures applied at 
other Jordanian banks. 

According to the witness, it 
was difficult to determine the 
exact number of daily procedures 
and actions which involved fraud, 
largely because many of the docu- 
ments had been destroyed or had 
disappeared. 

He said that Petra Bank used 
to give credit facilities far exceed- 
ing funds deposited by the clients 
in violation of CBJ regulations 
and that many loans were given 
to financially-troubled companies 
and other businesses. 


THE concept of the "North- 
South gap,” like so many, other 
dkfa6s, has become so common- 
place as to obscure the risks of 
upheaval inherent in the imba- 
lances that it sets our to portray. 

The people of the North tend 
to think that the South is far away 
and the threat is not imminent. 

What if the gap were at their 
doorstep and the explosion 
already programmed? This is ex- 
actly the situation in which the 
European countries bordering 
the north shore of the Mediterra- 
nean find themselves, confront- 
ing the strong demographic press- 
ure from countries situated on 
the other shore. 

According to a study recently 
published by the ILO, the coun- 
tries of the southern shore and 
Turkey, which contained only 
one- third of the population of the 
Mediterranean basin in 19S0, to- 
day account for more than half 
and will constitute two-thirds in 
3025. Their 62 million inhabitants 
in 1950 had increased to 165 
million in 1990 and will reach 
.more than 285 million in 2025. 


“The highest per capi- 
ta GNP of these coun- 
tries of the South — 
Algeria with $2,680 — 
is only two-thirds of 
the lowest GNP of the 
other group, Greece 
with $4,020. . At the 
other extreme, per 
capita income in 
France, whose level is 
the highest among the 
four EEC countries 
mentioned, is more 
than 20 times higher 
than the lowest of the 
other group, Morocco 
with $620.’’ 

“The increasing differences ... 
can only increase the probability 
of more widespread migratory 
movements, including those of an 
irregular type,” the study says. 

The countries of the Mediterra- 
nean basin can be divided into 
two fairly homogeneous groups 
based on a number of indicators, 
notably economic and demog- 
raphic- on the one hand, in the 
north, four countries of the EEC 
(Spain, France, Greece, Italy) 
and Yugoslavia; on the other 
hand, in the south, Algeria, 
Egypt, Morocco, Tunisia and 
Turkey. 

• The study underlines the con- 
trasts existing between these two 
groups in terms of: 


— growth and per capita in- 
come; 

— demographic trends and 
population structure; 

— increase in available em- 
ployment and capacity to absorb 
labour. 

While the European countries 
have registered a fairly con- 
tinuous sustained growth, with 
the gaps between them narrowing 
down, the past decade has seen 
the birth and expansion of an 
unprecedented crisis in the whole 
Maghreb region, in Egypt and in 
Turkey, characterised by an 
almost general decline in the rate 
of growth and an increase in 
unemployment. 

The highest per capita GNP of 
these countries of the South — 
Algeria with S2.680 — is only 
two-thirds of the lowest GNP of 
the other group, Greece with 
$4,020. At the other extreme, per 
capita income in France, whose 
level is the highest among the 
four EEC countries mentioned, is 
more than 20 times higher than 
the lowest of the other group, 
Morocco mth $620. The average 
gap between the per capita GNP 
of these two groups has moreover 
continued to widen, rising from 
$1,500 in 1970 to nearly $7,000 in 
1987. 

Although unemployment in 
Europe is stabilising — if at high 
levels — it has considerably in- 
creased in countries such as 
Algeria, where the rate went 
from 13.7 per cent in 1984 to 
nearly 23 per cent in 1987. The 
proportion of young people 
under 25 years of age among the 
unemployed is high throughout 
the south, notably in Algeria (80 
per cent) and in Morocco (71.8 
per cent). 

It is, however, in demographic 
terms that the disparities between 
the Mediterranean’s North and 
South are the most striking. 

The European countries report 
an overall slowing down of their 
population growth, to 3 per cent 
between 1980 and 1990 against 8 
per cent during the preceding 
decade. This trend wili be ac- 
centuated in coming years, the 
rate even becoming negative in 
some cases, for example in Italy. 
Ageing will rapidly advance, with 
the average proportion of people 
over 65 increasing from 8 per cent 
in 1950 to 12 per cent in 1990 and 
reaching 18 per cent in 2025. The 
decline in the rate of growth of 
the active population, already no- 
ticeable in the 1980s, will lead to 
a ftdl in its absolute numbers in 
practically all these countries 
from 2010. The foreseeable man- 
power shortage will be all the 
more serious because of a drop in 
activity rates perceptible in all 
these countries, from 43 per cent 
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on average in 1950 to 40 per cent 
in 1980. 

The countries of the southern 
Mediterranean basin are, in con- 
trast, experiencing an unpre- 
cedented demographic explosion, 
provoked by high fertility 
together with a noticeable drop in 
mortality. These countries have 
recorded, in the space of some 20 
years, an increase equal to nearly 
half of their population; by the 
year 2025 the increase is expected 
to be of the order of two-thirds as 
the total population of the 
Mediterranean basin reaches a 
forecast 442 million. 

The changes in the age struc- 


ture are no less significant: in 
1990, the under-14 youngsters 
represented 40 per cent of the 
whole population and in the years 
to come the propo ration of the 
active population (15-64 years) 
will continue to increase and 
should represent more than two- 
thirds of the total population in 
the year 2025. 

Moreover, there is a trend to- 
wards an increased rate of activity 
in the countris of the South, 
attributed to a still relatively 
weak bur steadily rising female 
participation: the' rate of activity 
of women in Algeria is expected 
to rise from 3.5 per cent in 1980 


to 5.5 per cent in the year 2000, 
and to 11 per cent in 2025, and 
the comparable rate in Tunsia is 
forecast to rise from 12.6 to 18 
then to 19 per cent. 

While in the four member 
countries of the EEC, rates of 
employment should increase even 
more rapidly as a result of econo- 
mic growth, as manpower re- 
sources stagnate or even decline, 
in the countries of the South and 
Turkey the problem will be that 
of satisfying an active population 
which will double in volume in an 
economic context which will be- 
come even less favourable with 
the loss of an enormous number 


of jobs in certain sectors which 
were major users of manpower in 
the early 1960s, the ILO study 
states. 

Everything indicates that the 
EEC countries will experience 
serious manpower shortages on 
the threshold of 2025 or even 
earlier, while in the South, the 
service sector will not be in a' 
position to absorb the surplus of 
active workers released by agri- 
culture and industry at the height 
of restructuring. These imba- 
lances constitute an irresistible 
impulse for South-North migra- 
tion in multiple forms, concludes 
the study. 
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Shop for perfect solutions at Comcent. The * 
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Here, you'll discover total turn key solutions 
for hardware, software, site preparation and 
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Browse through a full range of mini systems, ' 
personal computers, sophisticated networks, 
graphic tools for engineers and consultants, 
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requirements on Comcent shelves, we also 
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WMF* & M tkM 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


P/tCKMG, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 

DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE, TICKETS 

and. reservations. 



Open daify l2d)0~3:30 

p.m. 

6:3&M*dnight 

- 


Many vUlas and 
are available for rent 
sale - furnished or unfur 
rtfshed. 

* Also many lots of land art 
available for sale. 

For further details, pi 


el. 810605, 810609, 
810 520. 



p i HC ■ 


elegant 
colorful at 

moderric prices 



^Amman 
Ar exclusive gift shop^k 

/ Italian shoes, Vi 
feather goods, 
perfumes, lighters, 
watches, pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
crystalware etc. 


Shmeteanl - Grindtays Bank Bldg. 
Tel. 669 457 


' CHEN'S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque tor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight . 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servick 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and ger:- 

* JUMBO photo 
sto 30% torpor 

• Prom eniargo- 
m m t 20 x 30 on 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


ST- 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-&30pm 
7.30 -Tl. 30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
fowards 3rd circle 


Tel:659519 659520 - > - v 


RENT 

Saudi Real Estate 

DO ADD 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent- 
in West Amman area. 


CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 667821/22 


AustraLia 
Insurance Services 


& Unique'AiictraUan Experience 
'■ ' In Jordan \ ; 


All Types Of Insurance = 

a MOTOR a MEDICAL 

a HOUSEHOLD e CARSO 

oFIRE a TRAVEL COUPON 

♦PERSONAL ACCIDENT a ENGINEERING 


Jabal Amman = First Circle 
Tel: 610948 Fax:612948 
Tlx: 27644 AUSTI JO. 



FOR RENT 


APARTMENTS. VILLAS 


8. SEMI VILLAS 
GET THE BEST AT 

JAMAL REAL ESTATE 


835859 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAKOTEL 

|U^4|l|l= 


Amman - Tel . 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Tele< 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


CROWN 

i INT’L EST. 

§ packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 


i 





The Regency Palace Hold 


LOBBY LOUNGE 



FRESH PASTA 
TOP QUALITY MEAT 
FRESH SEA FOOD 


na 
Da Vinci 
Restaurant 

'Hoaiiw since 1977 


TBL.B BB44I „ aoBBfil 


HAVE FUN IN THE SUN 


VISIT OUR -SPORTS CORKER* FOR 
ALL YOUR -EXCLUSIVE" BEACH FEEDS. 




KASARIT] BROS. CO. 
HAWMBAT TUNISIAH STREET 
TEL: 312799 - FAX.-312792 
AQABA - JORDAN 















exports 


Taylor, Norris retain titles 


JORDAN 


MONDAY, JUNE 3,1991 


PALM SPRINGS , California (R) 
~T Meldrick Taylor won a split 
“fcctsion, while Terry Norris po- 
wered his way to a knockout 
victory as the champions retained 
“teir respective world titles Satur- 
day. 

Taylor successfully defended 
World Boxing Association 
(WB A) welterweight crown in his 
first defence by taking a split 
decision over previously un- 
beaten Luis Garda of Venezuela. 

Taylor improved his record to 
27-1-1, while Garcia suffered his 
first defeat after 22 victories. 

Nonis knocked out Donald 
Curry in the eighth round of their 
scheduled 12-round bout to retain 
his world boxing council (WBA) 
super middleweight crown. 

Curry said after the fight be 
was retiring from boxing — the 
second successive opponent of 
Norris's to call it quits after being 
beaten. In his last fight, Norris 
won a decision over Sugar Ray 
Leonard, who said be was retiring 


from the ring. 

Cutty is a former two-time 
world champion, having held the 
WBA welterweight title and the 
WBC super welterweight title. 

“This is it for me," said Curry. 
“I'm going to let the other guys 
go on. I gave it my all but it’s time 
for me to go." 

Curry went down at the end of 
the seventh round after Norris 
landed a right to the chin and 
Curry was backing up. 

In the eighth round Norris 
started out with a six-punch com- 
bination and then followed with 
two solid rights, tiie second one 
sending Curry to the canvas for 
good. 

The victory improved Norris’s 
record to 28-3 with 15 wins within 
the distance. Curry fell to 33-5. 

Taylor, the former IBF junior 
welterweight champion, had to 
struggle to make weight in the 
last three weeks before this de- 
fence and he was far from sharp. 


Acropolis Rally starts 


ATHENS, Greece (AP) — The 
38th Acropolis motor rally, one 
of Europe's toughest, got under- 
way Sunday as 94 cars roared 
away from the starting line at the 
foot of the ancient Acropolis Hill. 

The four-day event covers 
1,776 kilometres and includes 48 
special stages over rocky moan- 
tain tracks, goat paths and some 
asphalt roads, that tests cars and 
drivers to their limit. 

Half the cars are not expected 
to finish the gruelling event. Last 


year 97 cars started and only 34 
managed to finish. 

Spain's Carlos Sainz in a 
Toyota Celica Turbo 4WD, last 
year’s winner and 1990 driving 
champion, is favoured to win the 
Acropolis rally, but faces tough 
competition from other drivers 
with more experience in Greece. 

Sainz currently leads the driv- 
ers championship with 60 points 
in five events and Toyota heads 
the manufacturers' standings with 
77 points after four rounds. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TAKKAH HIRSCH 

-1990 rnoijie MeOm Stmeat. Inc 

USEFUL PRIMER FOR THE AVERAGE PLAYER 




Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 
«K6 

T Q 9 7 6 5 2 
A Q 8 3 
4 6 

WEST EAST 

6QJ 10 84 497532 
" J 10 8 4 T 3 

v 2 . 10 6 * 

4KJ9 4 Q 10 7 4 

SOUTH 
4 A 
: A K 
: KJ975 
4 A 8 5 3 2 


The bidding: 
North East 

South 

West 

1 " 

Pass 

2 

Pass 

3 : 

Poles 

3 6 

Pass 

4 :• 

Pass 

4 T 

Pass 

4 9 

Pass 

0 * 

Pass 

6 ■: 

Pass 

7 v 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 




Opening lead; Queen of 4 
. Bridge Today's One Thousand 
and One Bridge Problems Work- 
book, bv Frank Stewart (Granovet- 
ter Books. 18 Village View Bluff. 
BailsCon Lake. N.Y 12019. paper- 
back. Si 4.95) leaves us with mixed 
feelings. By and large, the selection 
of material is excellent and anyone 
working through the book will re- 
ceive an excellent bridge refresher 
course. Yet there are explanations 
missing here and there and some of 
the play hands are not very instruc- 


tive and overly difficult. 

For example, no bidding is given 
on this hand, but it might have gone 
as shown above. Since three hearts 
would have shown support and 
wmild not have been a cue-bid. 
South bad to initiate the cue-bid- 
ding sequence with three spades. 
Missing the ace-king of hearts and 
both black aces. North could not 
have jumped to slam later in the 
auction without at least second- 
round club control and good trumps, 
so South's grand-slam venture was a 
reasonable shot. 

The easy way to come to all 13 
tricks is via a dummy reversal— 
making dummy the master hand. 
But in the process declarer must 
protect against a 4-1 heart split 
while taking care that a defender 
doesn't score a raff. 

Winning technique is to take the 
ace of spades, cash the king of 
trumps and. if both defenders fol- 
low, the king of hearts, then cross to 
the queen of trumps and discard the 
ace of hearts on the king of spades. 1 
After ruffing a heart high, go to the 
ace of diamonds and ruff another 
heart to set up the suit, cash the ace 
of clubs and get back to the board 
with a club ruff to claim the rest of 
the tricks. 

A reasonable single-dummy prob- 
lem, but the sort of hand that you 
can go through a bridge lifetime 
without ever encountering anything 
similar at the table. 


AMMAN BACCALAUREATE 
SCHOOL 



SUMMER SCHOOL 
1991 



-iT-, . \ jr 

St’ 


COURSES: LANGUAGES (ARABIC, 

* ENGLISH, FRENCH) 

ACTIVITIES (COMPUTER STUDIES, 
MUSIC, ART, DRAMA, 
DANCE) 

SPORTS (TENNIS, SWIMMING, 

SKATING, SQUASH, 

BASKETBALL) 

For further information 
Please call 845572, Summer School Section 

JUNE 29 1991 — JULY 18 1991 
Saturday through Thursday 


Graf and Agassi reach 
French Open quarterfinals 


PARIS (AP) — Steffi Graf and 
Andre Agassi, two "of the most 
overpowering players at the 
French Open thus far, advanced 
to the quarterfinals Sunday with 
impressive centre-court victories. 

Michael Chang, the 10th seed 
and survivor of an emotional 
third-round match with Jimmy 
Connors, also moved into “the 
quarterfinals. Unfazed by a parti- 
san crowd for the second time, he 
wore down seventh-seeded 
Frenchman Guy Forget, 6-1, 6-1, 
4-6. 6-3. 

Graf, seeded second and yet to 
lose a set in four matches, rolled 
over Belgium’s Sabine Appel- 
mans, 6-2, 6-2 in 56 minutes. 

“It wasn't such a tough 
match,” she said. 

Agassi, playing brilliantly 
against a strong clay-court spe- 
cialist. defeated Argentina's 
Alberto Mancini 6-3, 6-3, 5-7. 
6-1. A finalist in 1990. Agassi lost 
a set for only the second time in 
this year's tournament, then re- 
bounded with total domination in 


the last set. 

He said he was motivated in 
part by his one previous encoun- 
ter with Mancini, when he lost in 
Rome in 1989 and the Argentine 
“really pushed me around.” 

Jakob Hlasek of Switzerland 
rallied to beat Argentina's Christ- 
ian Miniussi, 4-6. 6-3. 5-7. 7-5. 
6-2, to earn a berth against Agassi 
in the quarterfinals. 

Joining Graf among the last 
eight women were no. 4 seed 
Mary Joe Fernandez, who won 
her toughest march of the week 
over -South Africa's Elna 
Reinach, 6-4, 7-6, (7-2). and no. 
5 seed Arantxa Sanchez Vicario, 
who trounced American Tami 
Whitlinger, 6-2, 6-1. 

Fernandez and Vicario will 
meet in the quarterfinals. 

Also advancing were no. 6 seed 
Jana Novotna, a 6-0. 7-6 ($-6) 
victor over 14th-seeded Leila 
Meskhi of the Soviet Union, and 
13-seeded Nathalie Tauziat of 
France. 

fn one of the toughest battles 


yet among the women, Tauziat 
outlasted unseeded Naoko Sawa- 
matsu. 7-5. 2-6. 12-10. in a three- 
hour match to reach her firs* 
Grand Slam quarterfinals. She will 
play Graf. 

Graf, who could regain the 
world no. 1 ranking from Monica 
Seles with a championship here, 
dominated throughout her 56- 
minute match, hammering 
ground strokes deep into the cor- 
ners. 

Asked later if she felt sorry for 
overmatched opponents, she 
said, “I know quite a few players 
who have the ability to do more 
... I can't feel sorry for them." 

Graf won the tournament in 
1987 and 1988, and said this week 
she is free of the allergy problems 
which troubled her here in each 
of the past two years. 

Both Graf, who became the 
first player to reach the quarter- 
finals, and Appelmans. ranked 
27th in the world, had advanced 
to the fourth round without fac- 


ing a seeded player. 

Grafs toughest match by far 
was in first round against 16-year- 
old Magdalena Maleeva, one of 
three sisters oa ihe women's tour. 
Graf was forced into a tiebreaker 
before winning 6-3, 7-6. 

AU eight of the women’s 
fourth-round matches were on 
Sunday's schedule, including top- 
seeded Seles against ansoeded 
Italian Sandra Cecchini and no. 3 
Gabriela Sabatmi against un- 
seeded Rachel Mcqirillan of Au- 
stralia. 

The men’s top seed, Stefan 
Ed berg, was to play his fourth- 
round match Monday against un- 
seeded Soviet Cherkasov. Other 
men's matches Monday included 
American Jim Courier against his 
unseeded practice partner, Todd 
Martin- 12 th-seeded Sticb of Ger- 
many against French Teenager 
Fab rice Santor-and France’s 
Arnaud Boetsch against Argenti- 
na's Franco Davin, both un- 
seeded. 


Suave Dancer sweeps to 4- length French Derby win 


PARIS (R) — Suave Dancer 
produced one of the most im- 
pressive European classic per- 
sormances for some years to win 
the Prix Du Jockey Oub (French 
Derby) at Chantilly Sunday. 

Confidently ridden by Cash 
Asmussen, the colt took control 
300 metres from home and swept 


clear of his six opponents to win 
by four lengths. 

Subotica, partnered by Thierry 
Jamet, finished second with 
Cudas, the mount of Freddie 
Head, one and half lengths away 
in third place. 

The winner’s task was made 
easier by the withdrawal earlier in 


the day of Pistolet Bleu, one of 
his chief market rivals, with a 
muscle injury. 

However, Suave Dancer wort 
the 12-furlong 12.4 kilometres) 
event with such authority it was 
hard to envisage anything upset- 
ting him. 

Asmussen said after achieving 


his first French Derby success; 
“Riding a horse this good was 
some experience and f think he is 
going co show even more in the 
ftiture. He is a champion." 

Justice, stable companion of 
Subotica, set a modest pace to 
sole English raider Luchiroverte, 
with Subotica in third. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Former Cosmos star pleads guilty 

NEW YORK (AP) — Former New York Cosmos goalkeeper 
Sbep Messing pleaded guilty to cheating clients of his investment 
firm out of thousands of doQais in a bogus investment scheme. 
Messing faces five years In prison and $250,000 in fines when he’s 
sentenced by U.S. District Judge Thomas C. Platt on a date yet to 
be determined. In an indictment last October, federal prosecutors 
in Brooklyn accused the 41-year-old former soccer star of 
targeting professional athletes and cheating them out of hundreds 
of thousands of dollars. Victims included former National 
Basketball Association players Darryl Dawkins, Kim Hughes, 
Mark Oiberdmg, Ben Foquette and A! Skinner, prosecutors said, 
hi a bearing before Platt, Messing pleaded guilty to a wire-fraud 
count and acknowledged that be illegally over-reported the value 
of investments he made for his clients. 

Canadian soccer player banned 

OTTAWA (AP) — The Canadian Soccer Association Friday 
banned former Canadian national team member John Fitzgerald 
for two years for testing poative for nandrolone, an anabolic 
steroid. The Soccer Association said Friday h had received the 
findings of the sport medicine council of Canada after it had 
tested Fitzgerald May 3. A subsequent second sampling May 27 
supported the first finding. Fitzgerald, 22, was suspended from all 
soccer-related activity in Canada immediately after the initial test. 
Fitzgerald has a week to appeal the results of the test or the 
procedures of the council. He has one later appeal avenue, that to 
the CSA’s Anti-Doping Disdptinaiy Committee. Fitzgerald 
played his first international May 13, 1985, as a member of 
Canada’s national under-16 team. His most recent national team 
was May 13, 1990, when Canada faced Mexico in an exhibition at 
Burnaby, British Columbia. * 

Paraguayan player shoots himself in foot 

ASUNCION (R) — A leading Paraguayan soccer player was 
recovering in hospital Friday after accidentally shooting himself in 
die foot just days before a big match. Striker Adriano Samaniego, 
due to play for Paraguayan Chib Olympia against Colo Colo of 
Chile in Wednesday’s Libertadores Cup final, underwent surgery 


Friday following the i&ddent in an Asuncion bar. Eye witnesses 
said Samaniego shot himself in the back of the foot with a pistoL 
“Fortunately the bullet did not hit a bone and it is possible be 
could recover in time for the game,” Olympia doctor Cesar 
Santacxuz, who performed the operation, said. 

Harding knocks out Jennings 

SURFERS PARADISE, Australia (AP) — Former World 
Boxing Council (WBC) light-heavyweight champion Jeff Harding 
of Australia serned a seventh-round technical knockout win over 
American Bobby Jennings in a 10- round non-title bout Sunday at 
Jupiter's Casino. Harding knocked Jennings to the canvas in the 
sixth round and again in the seventh with a right-left combination, 
prompting referee Allan Moore to halt the bout. Harding 
improved his record to 20-1. He is rated the no. 1 contender for 
the WBC tide currently held by Dennis Andries. He beat An dries 
in Atlantic City to win the title, but then lost it to the Briton in 
Melbourne last' year. The WBC has ruled Andries must defend his 
title against Harding before July 28. “This fight was the ideal 
warmup for the Andries fight.” Harding said. “I was very rusty 
early on and certainly needed the work.*’ Harding was cut over 
the (eft eye by an overhand right from Jennings in the first round. 
The American won the first two rounds but then lost his zip. 

Maradona indicted on drug charge 

NAPLES, Italy (AP) — Argentine soccer star Diego Maradona 
was been indicted on charges of cocaine possession and ordered to 
stand trial, state television reported Sunday. Maradona was 
charged with possessing and giving away cocaine, RAI state 
television said. The indictment, issued by the Naples prosecutor, 
stems from an investigation into a suspected drug and prostitution 
ring in that city. Prosecutor Vittorio Sbordone said in February 
that investigators have wiretapped phone conversations in which 
Maradona asks a woman, suspected of supplying prostitutes, for 
some women who were under investigation and for some “stuff,” 
not better specified.” Last month, an Argentine news agency 
reported that a federal judge who must decide whether to charge 
him with drug possession and distribution in connection with the 
raid has received a medical report indicating Maradona is 
addicted to cocaine. 


Peanuts 



ACCORDING TO 
THIS, 8EA61E5 
HAVE DROPPED 
TO NINTH ON 
THE LIST OF 
THE MOST POPULAR 
DOGS... 




NEVER 
TRUST A 
POLL WHERE 
YOU COME 
IN NINTH^/ 



Andy Capp 




( INSTEAD 
^ OF JUST 

> va usg r^ 



Mutt*n*Jeff 



l guess mutt would 
MA*€ ASOOOSALBSIWi 
ATTrtATi HElSTMAT 
KlKO OF A GUY/, 






FORECAST FOR MONDAY JTOffi 3, 1991 
By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, CanoU filter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: 22) Tate 8^ o^ do 

Although many persons are nee- duogs that 

voosly trying. to work all kinds of vftafto your woridtyweS being and 
insidious and ingenious, inventive ■ do sometbmg that makes yon a 
angles to gain tfieir desires you wiB solid citizen. • - 
be aWe to stay on the right trade, scORHO: (October 23 to Novem- 
several steps ahead to them. ber21) This is die onto to be sore 

deal of yon and yon now have die- lysmk and fmd new 
chance to show than you are wiH- • y> ut tale nts. • - 

mg to do what will bong harmony SAOTTaRTOS: (November 22 to 
to your home. December 21) Think over howto 

TACSDS, (Apd. 20 , * May 20) 

aaion-aod jrtihein to pve yon. 

them a chance to see new ways for CAPRICORN; (December 22 to 
motaal concerns. . . January 20} Whatever can be done 

Hrink oat dfongto way toadd to Saiid^oS 

your present abundance by accept- can do. : • 

in* that chance now afforded you U * c * r can - 

to cat off unnecessary e xpe ns es . AQUARIUS: (Jaauaty21 to Febtu- 
vou have. aoy 19) Your interest in 'work is a 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to * ** 

r fTrn TwiZ, actually ifi when nor engrossed m 

S soSTiort of acSwTtemly 

con te nted but search out ways to PSCBS: (February 20 to Maxell 
be more successful. ' ' ■ 20) Thairifae tune, to be soe you 

* m. / "y > *— a - 2 i * do use those. spare m oments to. 

fatmTrurf tbe many Urinating bntigy aito cmn«to^ 

things it win bring by getting the to yoOT . . . . ■ i 

data yon need to advance in your Today's <Mds If .your child were . 
field. -bora today she or he will be very I 

W8GO: (Aji/pot 22 to SeptOTber ^ 

22) You ccftemly ha.e tbe Deed to fccSSI wS 

to a good friend who a able to that lessens the confusion consider- j 

show you bow to make it more a u 4..U _ gn nin n,. . 

part of yoor life. Vns dtild wffl pbee ajr&t 

“ ^ deal of value on Deace bar- 

UBRA: (September 23 to October moay. 



'He needs his hands free to work 
the TV remote control." 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Amofcf and Bob Lea 


Unscramble these four Jumbtes, 
one latter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


LfTAP 


I GAGBY 

L 


IE 

mm\ 


REPACT 


TULJYS 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by tbe above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: CHANT WALTZ GARLIC INFECT 
Answer Before she would perform, ihe bely etenoar- 
demanded a contract so that everything would 
be IN "WRITHING" (writing) 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Cluster flower 
7 Part of eta 

13 Capitol HDl VIP 

14 Form rust 

IB Unsystematic 

18 Shoshonean 

19 Port town 

20 Season 

21 Tie 

23 Fastener 

24 Female nift 

25 Norse pantheon 

27 Officeholders 

28 Detection 
method 

30 Backslide 

32 Interoffice notes 

33 Single thing 

34 Kind ol tide 

35 Terra — 

37 Depraved 

40 Where kegtara 
operate 

41 Priestly 
vestment 

42Shut-eya 

44 Anecdote 
coBectlDn 

45 Russ, sea 

46 Ms Bom beck 

47 — boy! 

49 Cylindrical and 
tapering 

52 Artpy rank: abbr. 

53 Restore normal 
respiration 

56. Endurance 

57 Burdens jwrth) 

58 Sharp ridges 

59 Panes end 

DOWN 

1 More 
substantia] 

2 Deeply felt 

3 Country singer 
Daws 

4 Holy Roman 
emperor 

5 TV fare 
B Firebug 

7 Tropical 
mammals 

8 Praise highly 

9 Facial spasm 
10 Old Eng. letters 
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Mftigna nwe r .»o 

Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 

11 Actor .Montafban 

12 Flowering 
shrubs 

13 Cousteau's gear 

15 Enroll 

1 7 Wading bird 

22 Make lees 
concentrated 

26 Declaims wildly 

28 Raises 

29 Small via? 

31 Ms Zadora 

32 ~La — - 
(Debussy) 

34 — oblige 

35 Bach choral 
work 

35 "Swinging — “ 

(pop song) 

37 — Boothe Luce 

38 Cotton 
doth 

39 Satan e.g. 

40 Secular ones 45 Repent 54 Box office 

of 1 ictmn 48 Summit smash 

43 ~ °* Ski 'i* 55 Sullivan and 

S ,W V - 51 Wagnerian role Ames 


QQ00 anna nannn 
naran ranran nmonn 

famnnanam anaoun 
nnn nnan 
Binnmn □nna naan 
RingnRB cap nni 3 Q 
araran nonas nann 
HESS 000000 
anna ranon 00000 

000000 nnaasmon 
Hanno nmanHanon 
annoH 0000 , anna 
annnn noon 0000 
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Financial 

Markets 


in Rhnperatlon inritti 

Casrs Amman Bank 



N#w York Quing Qvtcs for MajgrCumHidn Against the 
UJ5. Dollar 

Weekly F.X. Market 
Summary 

(May 27 — May 31,1991) 

THE U.S. dollar moved lower in mostly technical trading early 
last week, as the market awaited the release of new economic 
data to add direction to trading activity. But lack of follow- 
through selling in mid-week combined with the release of positive 
U.S. economic daxa for April and May at the end of the week to 
lift the dollar to substantially higher levels than those attained at 
the end of the previous week. 

The dollar traded lower in the Far East Monday, dropping 
below support at (1.70) marks, as sentiment for the German 
currency continued to be positive, and expectations of a 
continued mark rally prevailed. But lack of follow-through 
selling due to the absence of U.K. and U.S. dealers on official 
holidays put a floor under the dollar. 

A brief dollar rally took place in Tokyo and Europe 'Tuesday. 
As the yen/dollar rate remained stuck in a tight range, its 
downward potential limited by fear of Bank of Japan interven- 
tion, and its upside restricted by exporter selling, the mark's 
failure to breach (81.5) yen caused EMS currencies to drop 
against the dollar as dealers liquidated long mark positions. 
Later in New York, however, the dollar's failure to breach 
resistance at (1.7125) marks, and the release of the Consumer 
Confidence Index for May in the U.S. to reveal a drop for the 
second month in a row caused a sharp dollar decline. The U.S. 
currency closed at its lowest levels for the week at (1.6930/40) 
marks, (137.43/48) yen and at (1.7480/90) dollars to the sterling 
pound. 

The dollar rallied again Wednesday, however, after failing to 
drop below support (1.69) marks. The release of 1st quarter 
GNP figures in the U.S. to show a drop of (2.6%), revised from 
the (2.8%) drop released earlier, came wi thin market expecta- 
tions and had no effect on exchange rate levels. Observers 
maintained that these figures represented past events and did 
not provide any insights as to the future direction of the U.S. 
economy. 

The Wednesday rally continued Thursday, after the mark 
failed to breach resistance at (81.5) yen for the second time in a 
row. With the Japanese currency remaining below (138) yen, 
EMS currencies declined further against the dollar, as the 
market awaited the release of a batch of U.S. economic 
indicators the next day. 

Friday witnessed a strong dollar rally, as bullish sentiment 
about die direction of the U.S. economy returned. The 
bullishness was inspired by the release of three positive 
economic reports, including April's leading Indicators, which 
rose by (0.6%), while the market had expected a (0.4%) rise, 
and factory orders for April, which riiowed improvement for the 
first time in six months, rising by (1.8%). Furthermore, the 
Chicago Purchasing Managers Index, which reflects conditions 
in 200 industrial businesses, rose sharply to (47.7%) in May, 
from (42.1%) the previous month, and was interpreted as a 
proxy to the National Purchasing Managers Index due to be 
released this week. With dollar bullishness reasserting itself, the 
U.S. currency rose to dose in New York at its highest levels for 
the week. Meanwhile, the mark dropped to (79.40) yen, from 
(81.17) yen at the end of the previous week, while sterling, 
handicapped Ely expectations of lower interest rates in Britain, 
dropped from (239.97) -yen to (234.85) yen. during the same 
period. 

The dollar is expecfbd to rise further in the short run, 
particularly if Unemployment figures for May, due to be 
released next week, confirm a U.S. economic rebound. 
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U.S. transfers 
$115m to Egypt 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — The 
United States has transferred 
SI 15 million to Egypt to support 
the Cairo government's economic 
reform programme, announced 
the U.S. Agency for Internation- 
al Development (USAID) in a 
press release. 

The aid agreement was signed 
in Cairo last week by U.S. 
Ambassador Frank Wisner, Mr. 
Marshall Brown, mission director 
for the USAID; and Dr. Maurice 
Makramallah, Egypt's minister 
for international cooperation. 

According to USAID, the 
funds will support Egyptian gov- 
ernment efforts to promote a 
market economy and end ineffi- 
cient public sector subsidies. 
They will also finance imports 
from the United States and repay 
non-military Egyptian debts to 
the United States and the World 
Bank. 

Egypt currently lacks sufficient 
foreign exchange to repay its ex- 
ternal debts and import the goods 
and services needed to revitalise 
its economy. 

Earlier this year, Congress spe- 
cified that some of the economic 
assistance provided annually to 
Egypt could be transferred in 
cash if the Cairo government 
undertook significant economic 
reforms beyond those of previous 
years. The'cash transfer program- 
me began in 1984. 


Following more than a year of 
discussions with USAID and the 
World Bank. Egypt has im- 
plemented a programme of re- 
forms in agriculture, industry, 
and energy. 

For example, the government 
established a competitive free 
market exchange rate, abolished 
ceilings on loans and credit in- 
terest rates, reduced subsidies for 
energy, consumer goods and 
transportation, and liberalised 
agricultural pricing policy. 

Significant subsidy reductions 
are planned in energy, trans- 
portation. pharmaceuticals, con- 
sumer goods and agricultural in- 
puts. The government has also 
agreed to remove trade restric- 
tions and reform the tariff struc- 
ture, and reduce and lightly con- 
trol its investment budget. 

Egypt is the second largest 
recipient of U.S. foreign assist- 
ance, having received over 
£16.000 million since 1974. About 
80 per cent of that aid finances 
imports of U.S. products and 
projects in such sectors as agricul- 
ture, energy, telecommunica- 
tions, health and nutrition, water 
and wastewater. 

USAID is the government 
agency that administers U.S. eco- 
nomic and humanitarian assist- 
ance programmes in more than 90 
countries worldwide. 


Poehl cautions EC 
against rushing into 
full economic union 


24/5/1991 

31/5/1991 \ 

l-MMKhi%> 

l-'Yw i%> 

1 -Month |%) 

l-Yor |%) 

5.6S 

6.43 

5.81 

<5.43 

11.62 

10.93 

11.43 

70.93 

8.75 

8.93 

8.75 

9.00 

8.00 

7.75 

7.87 

7.68 

9.12 

9.06 

9.25 

9.18 

7.87 

7.40 

7.8J 

7.31 



LONDON (R) — German Bun- 
desbank President Karl Otto Poehl 
has warned the European Com- 
munity (EC) against rushing into 
monetary union before national 
economies followed similar lines. 

Mfr. Poehl, speaking at a con- 
ference in London on EC Econo- 
mic and Monetary Union (EMU), 
underscored Britain's concern 
that the outlook was poor for a 
convergence of inflation within 
the 12-nation trade bloc. 

“Within the next two or three 
years, the chances of more con- 
vergence on inflation are small. 
On the contrary, there is a risk 
the divergences could widen," 
Mr. Poehl said. 

“At present progress toward 
more convergent economic and 
fiscal po tries and their results 
seems to have halted, if not re- 
versed,” be added. 

Mr. Poehl echoed comments 
made earlier by British Chancel- 
lor of tire Exchequer (Finance 
Minister) Norman Lamont who 
said economic diveigences in the 
EC were considerable, with infla- 
tion rates ranging from 2.5 per 
cent to 21 per cent. 

Mr. Lamont rejected any pre- 
mature move against a single 
European currency, one of the 
key elements of economic and 
monetary union, but said there 
was a basis for an agreement 
between Britain and its 11 EC 
partners. 

He welcomed as constructive a 
proposal by European Commis- 
sion President Jacques Delors for 
talks on monetary union to go 
ahead while leaving it up to EC 
national parliaments to make the 
final decision on whether to take 
part. 

“We cannot accept any 
changes to the (EC’s founding) 
Treaty of Ron* that would bind 
os to move to a single currency or 
angle monetary policy without a 
separate derision by the United 
Kingdom government or parlia- 


ment,” Mr. Lamont said. 

Britain stands apart from its 
EC partners in its refusal to 
accept in principle the goal of a 
single currency but it is fully 
engaged in talks on closer in- 
tegration of monetary policy. 

Although Mr. Lamont made 
no direct reference to the Delors 
proposal, made three weeks ago, 
his remarks were seen as the first 
authoritative response by the 
British government. 

He said: “We are pleased to 
see increasing recognition among 
our partners that accommodating 
the U.K. view is both possible 
and necessary and we are grateful 
for all indications of goodwill and 
constructive intent on this sub- 
ject.” 

Belgian Finance Minister Phi- 
lippe Maystadt, in remarks deli- 
vered at the conference by an 
adviser in his office, said no 
country could be forced to move 
to a common EC currency. 

A senior British official, com- 
menting on Mr. Lamont's speech, 
said Britain was not specifically 
accepting Mr. Delors's proposals 
at this time but acknowledged an 
agreement on EC monetary un- 
ion could be reached by the end 
of 1991. 

Mr. Lamont said a premature 
move to a single currency — 
before the European economies 
had converged — could cause a 
huge increase in Community 
spending to finance fiscal trans- 
fers to poorer regions. 

Mr. Poehl, commenting on the 
future of a proposed EC central 
bank, said any attempts to limit 
the ability of a bank to pursue an 
independent monetary policy 
should be firmly resisted. 

“International investors will be 
quick to spot the weak points in 
the ECBS’s (European Central 
Bank System) defences against 
Community or government in- 
terference or temptation to yield 
to outside pressure,” Mr. Poehl 
said. 
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expects no economic 
because of Gulf crisis 


TUNIS (R) — Tunisia's foreign 
exchange reserves have sunk to a 
new low and the economy may- 
register zero growth this year 
because of the Gulf crisis. Fi- 
nance Minister Mohammad 
Ghannouchi has said. 

Mr. Gbannoudii told Reuters 
in an interview that the reserves 
had fallen to S3S0 million at the 
end of May. 

He predicted the gross domes- 
tic product would remain un- 
changed and. unless tourism pick- 
ed up. the balance of payments 
deficit for the year could reach 
£650 million. 

Mr. Ghannouchi said Tunisia 
had lost nearly £500 million be- 
cause of the Gulf crisis but had so 
far not received any aid from a 
United Nations fund created to 
help countries with economies hit 
by the crisis. 

A fall in tourism, a major hard 
currency earner, and a trade 
embargo imposed on Iraq after it 



Mohammad Ghannouchi 

seized Kuwait last August both 
hit Tunisia's economy. 

However. Mr. Ghannouchi 
said there were “certain favour- 
able signs which if confirmed 
could have a positive impact on 


siamic chamber 
liens trust fund 


KARACHI. Pakistan (R) — The 
Islamic Chamber of Commerce, 
industry and Commodity Ex- 
change (ICCICE) plans to }sst up 
an Islamic trust fund to promote 
trade and industry in the Muslim 
World, an exchange official has 
said. 

Mr. Agha G house, assistant 
secretary general of ICCICE. 
said the fund should be estab- 
lished under the Organisation of 
the Islamic Conference (OIC). 

Mr. Ghouse was speaking in an 
interview ahead of the inaugura- 
tion of the exchange’s headquar- 
ters in Karachi on Monday by 
President Ghulam Ishaq Khan of 
Pakistan. 

The ICCICE was set up after 
representatives of chambers of 
commerce and industry of Islamic 
countries met in Karachi in 1978. 

Mr. Ghouse said the exchange 


coordinated efforts of Muslim 
countries and made recom- 
mendations for finance from the 
Jeddah-based Islamic Develop- 
ment Bank and technical assist- 
ance from other agencies. 

He said the exchange bad 
helped in the establishment of a 
petroleum storage project in 
Mali, a salt extraction plant in 
Niger and a palmoit venture in 
Cameroon. 

“The exchange plans to in- 
crease bilateral and multilateral 
trade in future," said Mr. 
Ghouse. 

He said Burkina Faso, 
Djibouti, Sudan and Yemen 
would be among eight less de- 
veloped Islamic countries attend- 
ing a second ICCICE investment 
promotion meeting in Karachi in 
November. 


ANCHORAGE. Alaska (R) — 
Officials from Norway and Alas- 
ka have said they are completing 
studies of an Arctic Ocean trans- 
port route connecting North 
America, Europe and the Far 
East that could make the Suez 
and Panama canals obsolete. 

Mr. Amfinn Jorgensen-Dahl, 
polar programme director of Nor- 
way's Fridtjof Nansen Institute, 
said a test shipment, the first 
phase of studies into the northern 
sea route, will be completed this 
summer. 

“During the course of the next 
few years, we will see develop- 
ments that will have the potential 
of revolutionising the transport 
routes of today," he said. 

Mr. Jorgensen-Dahl was 
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the year, mainly regarding fore- 
ign trade and agriculture." 

During the first four months of 
1991 exports had grown by 10 per 
cent over the same period in 1990 
while imports had increased by 
five per cent. 

Preliminary forecasts pointed 
to a be tter-rh an -expected har- 
vest. Mr. Ghannouchi added. 

Agricultural experts sky that, 
thanks to abundant rainfall 
throughout the farming season 
the cereal crop should be above 
last season's 1.6 million tonnes, 
or one-third more than the 
annual average. 

The balance of payments de- 
ficit predicted by Mr. Ghan- 
nouchi would still be better than 
initial forecasts at the beginning 
of the year which put ihe deficit 
between £750 million and £900 
million. Last year’s deficit was 
£400 million. 

“Steps taken in time by the 
government, mainly boosting ex- 


ports efforts, enabled us to par- 
tially attenuate the effects of the 
crises,'* Mr. Ghannouchi said. 

The slump in rourism is the 
main cause of the bigger deficit, 
with revenues expected to decline 
by 40 per cent from last year’s 
nearly £1 billion. 

The minister said Tunisia may 
have to resort to International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) facilities 
an d_ faster World Bank disburse- 
ments to support the structural 
adjustment programme im- 
plemented in Tunisia since 1986. 

In an unusual move last year, 
Tunisia asked the IMF to reduce 
its £275 million share in the fund 
by one third. Tunisia did not use 
IMF facilities in the past three 
years because its balance of pay- 
ments was improving. 

Mr. Ghannouchi said Tunisia 
had a “safety net** of $600 million * 
in financial aid programmes 
agreed by foreign government 
and international agencies. 


attending a two-day meeting of 
the Northern Forum, an orga- 
nisation of leaders from Arctic 
and sub-Arctic nations estab- 
lished last year to promote en- 
vironmental protection, cultural 
awareness and economic de- 
velopment across international 
boundaries. 

Delegates includes representa- 
tives from Canada, the Soviet 
Union, Japan, Finland, Norway, 
Korea, China and Washington 
State. 

Using the so-called north era 
route, which skims the icepack in 
a radius around the North Pole, 
would dramatically shrink the dis- 
tance and time required for ship- 
ments between between Europe, 
the Far East and the U.S. west 
coast, Mr. Jorgensen-Dahl said. 


France faces challenge on 
jobs as government trims 
growth forecast 



PARIS (R) — The French gov- 
ernment has cut its forecast for 
economic growth foreshadowing 
an uphill struggle for new Prime 
Minister Edith Cresson in her 
fight against rising unemploy- 
ment. 

Finance Minister Pierre Bere- 
govoy told the senate, the upper 
bouse of parliament, that growth 
could fall well short of die gov- 
ernment’s 1991 target of two per 
cent. 

France flirted with recession in 
the first quarter of 1991, when 
output of goods and services was 
flat after shrinking by 0.2 percent 
between October and December. 
Recession is generally defined as 
two consecutive quartets of fell- 
ing output. 

“I tell you frankly, unless there 
is a stronger than expected recov- 
ery in the United States, we will 
be hard pressed to have growth 
over the year of over 1.5 per 
cent,” Mr. Beregovoy said. 

He said France was suffering 
from a slowdown in Europe, ex- 
cept for West Germany, and the 
failure of the United States to 
pull smartly out of a recession 
induced by die Gulf crisis. 

A stump in U.S. demand for 
imports caused France's trade de- 
ficit with the U.S. to surge to 5.5 
billion francs ($950 million) in 
April from 3.87 billion ($670 mil- 
lion) in March, the customs office 
said. 

But, thanks in part to its first 
trade surplus in recent times with 
Germany, thirsty for imports af- 
ter unification, France managed 
to halve its overall trade deficit in 
April to 2.07 billion francs ($360 
million). 


The trade gap, adjusted for 
seasonal variations, shrank from 
4.22 billion francs ($730 million) 
in March. 

France also benefited in April 
from a lower oil bill and higher 
food exports but ran another 
large deficit in trade in industrial 
goods of 4.61 billion francs (£800 
million). 

Mrs. Cresson has vowed to 
reinvigorate French industry so 
that it can compete better in the 
single European market set for 
1993 and create the jobs needed 
to bring down France’s above- 
average jobless rate of 9.4 per 
cent. 

Government ministers see high 
unemployment as the root cause 
of widespread disaffection among 
French youth, which periodically 
erupts into violence. 

In the latest of a series of 
incidents, a youth of Arab origin 
who was arrested in weekend 
riots in a Paris immigrant suburb 
died after a heart attack in police 
custody. 

“The fight against unemploy- 
ment is this government's main 
priority,” Mr. Beregovoy told a 
radio interviewer. “Everything 
must be subordinated to an effec- 
tive campaign against unemploy- 
ment.” 

But he insisted that France 
could not spend its way out of 
unemployment and said be was 
determined to prevent die budget 
deficit, targeted to be 80 billion 
francs ($13.8 biUUm) this year, 
from rising. 

Tbe cabinet is currently discus- 
sing a bill that will increase gov- 
ernment revenues by about two 
billion francs ($350 million). 





1 . A second floor apartment, consisting of two bedrooms, salon, 
dining room, glassed-in veranda, kitchen, bathroom, central 
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NATO changing course, 
France is on different tack 


BRUSSELS (R) — NATO, ex- 
pected to chart a new political 
course for the post-cold war era 
at a meeting of foreign ministers 
this week, is straggling to con- 
vince France that it should come 
on board for the sake of Western 
unity. 

NATO sources say France, 
which resents U.S. leadership of 
the 16-nation alliance and left its 
military structure in 1966, is look- 
ing increasingly isolated as the 
foreign ministers prepare for two 
days cf talks in Copenhagen. 

There are several key areas of 
disagreement, which alt go to the 
heart of the North Atlantic Trea- 
ty Organisation's (NATO) role in 
the new European order. Paris is 
reluctant to extend NATO’s re- 
sponsibilities beyond that of de- 
fending the West from what re- 
mains of Soviet military power. 

France is arguing about how far 
to extend contacts with NATO's 
former cold war enemies, how 
Western Europe should develop 
a more independent and stronger 
defence identity and the shape of 
the alliance's new strategy. 

“Those also happen to be the 


three main issues for 
Copenhagen, so you can expect 
some fairly plain speaking," said 
a NATO source who asked not to 
be identified. 

Time is pressing. NATO lead- 
ers will hold a summit later this 
year, probably in Rome in 
November, to approve a bluep- 
rint for keeping the alliance heal- 
thy into the 23st century. 

NATO Secretary-General 
Manfred Woerner echoed the 
view cf many allied nations when 
he said last week that closer 
cooperation with France would 
be welcome. 

But France is unhappy about a 
proposal to extend contacts be- 
tween NATO and Eastern 
Europe, including the Soviet 
Union. 

Most NATO allies, led by the 
United States, want the foreign 
ministers' meeting Thursday and 
Friday to approve a package of 
measures that would bring the 
alliance closer to its former ene- 
mies, to give them a greater sense 
of security. 

These would include more 
high-ranking political visits in 


both directions and more con- 
sultations on security issues. 

The alliance agreed last year to 
offer diplomatic contacts with 
those countries and government 
ministers from all Warsaw Pact 
nations have since visited NATO 
headquarters. 

But France does not want 
NATO to go any further; saying 
that such measures should be left 
to individual countries and the 
34-nation Conference on Security 
and Cooperation in Europe. 

"It's not clear yet just what 
kind of package we will have at 
Copenhagen, since we need the 
agreement of all 16 allies to go 
ahead.” said another NATO 
source. 

NATO's review of its strategy 
for the post-cold war era has also 
caused problems. France decided 
to join this a few months ago , 
saying that the document did not 
deal only with military affairs but 
also with political questions. 

Although NATO officials have 
welcomed their participation and 
say the French have not been 
obstructive, Paris does have 
objections to some elements of 


pameu- 

nuclear 


the proposed strategy — 
larly in the area of 
weapons. 

“I do have reservations about 
(NATO's) political strategy,” 
President Francois Mitterrand 
said last week. 

The French also want to see a 
stronger European defence 
identity created within the 12- 
nation European Community. 

Washington and most of its 
allies are opposed to this, because 
they say it could undermine the 
trans-Atlantic link at the heart of 
NATO. They would welcome 
stronger European defences, but 
oniv within the framework of 
NATO. 

■Mitterrand was sceptical about 
NATO's creation last week of a 
new military force structure, in- 
cluding “rapid reaction” units to 
face potential threats in the post- 
cold war era. 

He said this could preempt 
France's ambitions to create a 
defence identity for the European 
Community and stressed that his 
country would have nothing to do 
with such a force, since France 
plays no pan in NATO's military 
structures. 


9 killed in S. African township violence 


JOHANNESBURG <R) — 
masked gunmen sprayed bullets 
and hacked three people to death 
after bursting into a house in 
South Africa's Nasal province, 
police said Sunday. 

The three members of a family 
in the township of Ngwelezane 
were among nine people killed in 
faction fighting overnight, they 
said. 

All three were weh-known 
members of the African National 
CongTesi.. the ANC said in a 
statement. 

The ANC has been fnc target 
cf repeated attacks in recent 
months by members of Zuiu chief 
Mangosthu Buthelezi s Inkacha 
Freedom Party Ngwelezane is an 
ANC stronghold. 

Two men were tilled by a hand 
grenade being bandied by one of 
them in Alexandra township, 
north of Johannesburg. 

Two bodies with bullet and 
stab wounds were found in Alex- 
andra and two men were killed in 
Katlehono township, east of 
Johannesburg. 

About 2.000 people have been 
killed in the last nine months of 
township fighting. 


The ANC broke off power- 
sharing talks with President F.W. 
De Klerk last month saying the 
government was not doing 
enough to halt the township wa/s. 
It accused police of siding with 
Inkatha. 

Police said eight black squat- 
ters. including a pregnant 
woman, were injured by a group 
of white pro- apartheid rightists at 
a squatter camp in school premis- 
es at Germiston. east of Johan- 
nesburg. Sunday morning. 

Squatters told reporters the 
group of men arrived in 20 cars at 
the camp in a white suburb, 
smashed windows, hit people 
with gun-butts and whips and 
promised to return. 

Pro-apartheid rightists are re- 
sisting government reforms to 
open all residential areas to all 
races. Civil rights groups say 
South Africa has more than eight 
million homeless blacks. 

The South African 1 government 
Sunday expressed outrage at the 
burning of an effigy of De Klerk 
by anti-apartheid protesters. 

“I wish to express my serious 
abhorrence and dismay about this 
distasteful event. The question is 


whether (it) also has the approval 
of the ANC's Deputy President 
Nelson Mandela,” Constitutional 
Development Minister Gerrit 
Viljoen said in a statement. 

“This kind of inciting be- 
haviour places a large question 
mark over the serious intent and 
sincerity of ANC leaders towards 
the fight against violence and 
intimidation, as well as their 
seriousness towards creating a 
climate in which sincere and 
credible constitutional negotia- 
tions can be conducted.” he 
added. 

The burning of the effigy Fri- 
day was carried out by ANC 
marchers ied by Mandela and 
Communist leader Joe Slow 


They also burnt a cardboard 
coffin decorated with the South 
African colours of orange, white 
and blue and with large photo- 
graphs of De KJerk and his prede- 
cessors. P.W. Botha, John Vors- 
ter and Hendrik Verwoerd. 

The government’s relations 
with the ANC have already 
stretched to breaking point over. 
103 political prisoners who have 
spent a month on a hunger strike. 


Slovenia swears in first 
troops in move to statehood 


IG, Yugoslavia (R) — Slovenia 
swore in its first regular troops 
Sunday in a move underlining its 
determination to leave Yugosla- 
via and become an independent 
state this months. 

Two hundred recruits took part 
in a simple ceremony at a territo- 
rial defence training centre in Ig, 
a anal) village near the Slovenian 
capital Ljubljana. A similar cere- 
mony with 1 200 recruits was held 
near Maribor, dose to the Au- 
strian border. 

The recruits, teenagers wearing 
camouflage uniforms and brim- 
med caps, took an oath to defend 
Slovenia’s independence and ter- 
ritorial integrity. Families and 
girlfriends looked on. 

They were the first conscripts 
designated to serve in the repub- 
tic of Slovenia's armed forces 
rather than the Yugoslav army. ■ 

Slovenia, which borders Italy, 
Austria and Hungary, has trans- 
formed its territorial defence or 
borne guard into the nudeus of a 
national army prior to breaking 


with Yugoslavia. 

"This is a great moment for 
you who take the oath and a great 
moment for our homeland,” said 
Janez Slapar, a commander of the 
force. Slovenia has never been an 
independent state and these are 
the first troops it has ever bad. 

Slovenia plans to prodaim in- 
dependence on June 26 and 
neighbouring Croatia says it will 
follow suit four days later. 

Yugoslavia, a multi-ethnic fed- 
eration of 23.5 million people 
living in six republics and two 
provinces, is sliding towards dis- 
integration because of the inabil- 
ity of its leaders to agree on the 
future shape of the country. 

Croatia swore in its first army 
units Tuesday in a grandiose cere- 
mony steeped in national sym- 
bols, flags, heraldry, folklore, 
elaborate costumes and heroic 
rhetoric. 

The Slovenian ceremony was 
sparse by contrast, with only a 
few flags, folk songs and a speech 
from Slovenia’s president. 


Computer fault could have 
caused Lauda air crash 


VIENNA (R) — A computer 
fault which turned one engine 
into reverse could have caused 
the crash of a Boeing airliner in 
Thailand a week ago, Austrian 
Transport Minister Rudolf 
Streicher said Sunday. 

The Lauda Air Boeing 767-300 
crashed shortly after takeoff from 
Bangkok last Sunday, killing all 
223 people on board. 

An official statement from 
Streicher said a cockpit voice 
recording being analysed in 



OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


sr.emisan:_T£'. 660250 


'Washington indicated that the 
pilots were trying to repair the 
fault when the plane crashed, 
”... It can be concluded that 
one of the two engines that were 
computer controlled during as- 
cent was suddenly switched to 
reverse,” the statement said. 

"The pilots tried to solve this 
totally unforeseen problem with 
die aid of the flight manual, but 
were unable to do so. 

"The plane became an pilot- 
able, stalled and broke apart.” 
The statement said a thorough 
investigation of both engines rec- 
overed from the plane bad begun 
immediately after the voice re- 
cordings had been deciphered. 

The flight data recorder from, 
the plane had been so badly 
damaged that investigators had 
been unable to elicit any signifi- 
cant data from it. 

Stretcher's statement said the 
U.S. Federal Aviation Authority 
had not taken any steps to sus- 
pend flights of aircraft with simi- 
lar engines. But it said all Au- 
strian operators bad been 
ordered to carefully investigate 
such engines for faults. 


Huge crowd 
greets Pope 

on 2nd 
day of 

Polish tour 


RZESZOW, Poland (R) — Pope 
John Paul, on his first visit to 
democratic Poland, received the 
biggest welcome of his tour Sun- 
day from a huge crowd in the 
heart of rural Poland where the 
farmers' Solidarity, union was 
born. 

The Pope, who began his nine- 
day visit speaking of his joy at the 
fall of East European commun- 
ism, was greeted by an ocean of 
yellow-and- white Papal flags as 
he drove into Rzeszow in an open 
"popemobile,” 

The estimated turnout of 

600.000 in the south-eastern city 
appeared to lay to rest fears that 
the Pope’s fourth visit to his 
homeland would arouse less en- 
thusiasm than previous visits 
when he symbolised Poland's 
struggle against communism. 

His visits in 1979, 19S3 and 1987 
encouraged Poles in the fight 
against communism and his mas- 
ses drew millions. On Saturday 
less than half the expected 

500.000 people attended the first 
mass of tour amid wind and rain 
in the north-western city of Kos- 
zatin. 

Morale has fallen in the over- 
whelmingly Catholic nation as 
hopes for quick prosperity under 
democracy have evaporated. The 
Solidarity government faces pro- 
tests against its economic poli- 
cies. 

The church's popularity has 
also slumped amid charges that it 
is trying to impose its beliefs on 
the new democratic state. 

Before flying across Poland to 
Rzeszow, the Pope told a field 
mass for 30,000 soldiers near 
Koszalin that the army was re- 
turning to its true role as defen- 
der of the fatherland under 
democracy. 

He pointedly compared the 
army’s victory over the Red 
Army in 1920 with the Battle of 
Vienna in 1683 at which the 
Polish King Jan Sobieski turned 
back a Turkish invasion of 
Europe. 

Poles traditional revere the 
army, the army, but it was hated 
after imposing martial law in 1981 
to crush the Solidarity trade un- 
ion. 


S. Korean 
students 
clash with 
police 


SEOUL (R) — Thousands of 
South Korean students and work- 
ers hurled petrol bombs and 
rocks at police in Seoul and Pusan 
Sunday in violent anti- 
government protests. 

In Kwangju, high school stu- 
dent Kim Chcl-Soo. died in hos- 
pital two weeks after setting him- 
self on fire. He was the ninth 
anti-government protester to 
commir suicide since police beat 
student Kang Kyung-Dae to 
death on April 26. 

In Seoul, riot police fired tear- 
gas shells from armoured vans at 
a crowd of nearly 10.000 students 
and workers staging a sit-down 
rally at an intersection in the 
heart of the capital. 

Chanting slogans, the protes- 
ters denounced the government 
of President Roh Tae-Woo for 
“murderous” crackdowns on 
student protests and the labour 
movement. 

They threw petrol bombs at 
riot police on the main roads, 
which had painted in red with the 
legend: "Murderous politics, ter- 
ror politics — Roh Tae-Woo.” 

They demanded disbandment 
of the widely-feared internal in- 
telligence agency which they 
blame for the death on May 6 of 
convicted labour activist Park 
Chang-Su. 

Roh has been forced by a 
month of widespread anti- 
government demonstrations, the 
worst since 19S7, to sack his 
prime minister and five other 
ministers. 

The clash in Seoul erupted 
after, dozens of students threw 
petrol bombs at riot police to 
clear a way to the city hall, where 
organisers planned to hold a mass 
rally in defiance of a government 
ban. 

The protesters rampaged 
through other main streets in the 
capital after being dispersed by 
police, witnesses said. 

In Pusan, South Korea's 
second city, thousands of stu- 
dents and workers battled with 
police in heavy rain after staging 
an anti-government rally in Pusan 
University. 

The fighters were among more 
than 30,000 protesters, mostly 
students, who had held a three- 
day campus rally ro commemo- 
rate the anniversary of the 
National Student Alliance Chon- 
daehyop. 

Riot police countered with bar- 
rages of tear gas shells to prevent 
protesters reaching streets in the 
centre of the port for a planned 
anti-government gathering. 



Jonas Savimbi 


Rebel chief 
to step 
down if 
defeated 
in polls 


LISBON (AP) — Rebel leader 
Jonas Savimbi said Sunday he will 
step down as head of the rebel 
movement he created 25 years 
ago if he loses in Angola’s first 
free elections planned for the fall 
of 3992. 

“If I loose I will ask to be 
replaced by someone younger.” 
said the 56-year-old Savimbi. "I 
cannot be in opposition. I will 
step down.” 

Savimbi spoke to journalists in 
the Portuguese capital two days 
after signing peace accords with 
Angolan President Jose Eduardo 
Dos Santos to end their 16-year 
civil war. 

He said he was confident that 
his National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola, or UN- 
ITA, will win the elections and 
that be will become the southern 
African nation’s first freely 
-elected president. 

Savimbi outlined his vision for 
a democratic Angola, saying the 
new political system should give 
strong powers to a bead of stare 
elected for a five-year term. He 
said the president should serve a 
maximum of two terms. 

The guerrilla chief said he will 
return to the Angolan capital of 
Luanda in early July to conduct 
UNITA's election campaign. 

Savimbi started his guerrilla 
struggle in 1966 against Portu- 
guese colonial rule in Angola. 
After independence in 1975 he 
fought the pro-Soviet Popular 
Movement for the liberation of 
Angola, or MPLA, which gained 
power. 

Savimbi dismissed speculation 
other groups conid emerge in 
Angola to challenge both warring 
factions in next year’s elections. 
‘‘The MPLA has a possibility to 
win, UNIT A too, but a third 
force, no.” 

Tribal divisions that have 
brought conflicts to other African 
nations trill not be a major factor 
in the Angolan election cam- 
paign, Savimbi said. 

. He said a future UNITA gov- 
ernment will pay back external 
debts incurred by the MPLA 
administration. Much of the esti- 
mated S6.5-billion foreign debt is 
with the Soviet Union, which 
supplied the government with 
arms to fight the rivfl war. 

The Soviet Union and the Un- 
ited States, UNITA’s main inter- 
. national backer, agreed to stop 
lethal aid to their Angolan allies 
after Friday’s peace treaty. 

Savimbi said he hoped U.S. 
humanitarian aid to UNITA will 
increase. 

After leaving Lisbon Sunday, 
Savimbi was scheduled to travel 
to the northern Portuguese city of 
Oporto for meetings with busi- 
ness leaders. 

He said he will no longer dis- 
courage international investment 
in Angola, potentially one of 
Africa's richest nations. 

‘Tm not going to fight a battle 
I cannot win,” he said. "Foreign 
investment is welcome.” Pre- 
viously be had urged foreign 
businesses to wait until after elec- 
tions before investing. 


Georgia offers to mediate 
between Armenians, Azeris 


MOSCOW (R) — Georgia has 
offered to mediate between its 
quarrelling Transcaucasian neigh- 
bours Armenia and Azerbaijan 
and proposed a summit between 
the three Soviet republics. 

A statement signed by newly- 
elected President Zviad Gam- 
sakhurdia blamed the Kremlin 
for the bloodshed of recent 
weeks. Armenia says more than 
50 people have died while Azer- 
baijan puts the death toll some- 
what lower. 

The statement , issued through 
the Georgian News Agency Iver- 
ia, said both sides must realise 
that stability in the region would 
do much to help the republics 
achieve real sovereignty. 

"The Georgian government is 
deeply convinced that the conflict 
between the two neighbouring 
peoples is entirely inspired by the 
Kremlin, acting on the notorious 
principle of ‘divide and rule’,” it 
said. 

Georgia and Armenia, where 
nationalists swept the Common-' 
ists from power in elections last 
year, have announced their inten- 
tion to secede from the Soviet 
Union. 

Armenian -Azeri hostility goes 
back centuries. But the current 
flare-up, which has taken several 
hundred lives in the past three 


years, is over Che disputed en- 
clave of Nagorno-Karabakh — 
inhabited mainly by Armenians 
but located inside Azerbaijan. 

Armenia, says the Kremlin has 
sent Soviet and Azeri troops to 
persecute Armenians in Azerbai- 
jan and along the border as : a 
reprisal for its attempt to secede. 

Moscow blames the violence 
on armed Armenian extremists 
and says the troops are merely 
trying to disarm them to |>revem 
inter-ethnic bloodshed. 


Gamsakhurdia's statement said 
there were no disputes . which 
could not be solved by negotia- 
tion. He called on the Armenian 
and Azerbaijani governments to 
stop use of force against each 
other and begin talks. 

"For its ' part the Georgian 
leadership is ready to be 
mediator in peace talks between 
the neighbouring republics and 
proposes, calling a Transcauca- 
sian summit in Tbilisi in the near 
future,” the statement said. 


President MikhaQ Gorbachev 
summoned the Armenian and 
Azerbaijani presidents to Mos- 
cow in early May but they met 
him separately. Representatives 
of the two republics’ Communist 
parties did meet recently, howev- 
er. 


10,000 march in Hong Kong 
to mark Peking massacre 


HONG KONG (AP) — About 

10.000 people in this British col- 
ony staged a rally and march on 
Sunday to mark the second 
anniversary of the military crack- 
down on the democracy move- 
ment in China. 

The demonstrators gathered at 
a downtown park before mar- 
ching three miles to the Xinhua 
News Agency, China's de facto 
embassy in the territory. 

They carried placards calling 
for the release of dissidents and 
sang patriotic songs. The protes- 
ters also chanted slogans such as 
“don’t forget June 4" and "end 
one party rule in China. '* 

Many wore white as a sign of 
mourning for those who died in 
the crackdown. 

Organisers said about 20,000 
people participated in the pro- 
test. Police put tire figure closer 
to 10,000. 

The protest was smaller than 
one last year, when at least 

80.000 staged a similar march. 

Hundreds, perhaps thousands, 

were killed when tire Chinese 
army suppressed the Democracy 
Movement in 1989. Many more 
were arrested and jailed without 
trial throughout China in the 


months that followed. 

In an address to the crowd, 
Szeto Wah, chairman of the 
Hong Kong alliance in support of 
the Patriotic Democratic Move- 
ment in China, which organised 
Sunday’s rally, said he was 
touched by the number of people 
who made the effort to join the 
gathering. 

"It has been two years since the 
June 4 massacre. Despite various 
pressures and difficulties we have 
encountered, your very presence 
here shows that Hong Kong peo- 
ple are patriotic,” Szeto said. 

"We should be proud of 
ourselves that we {day the role of 
being China's outpost of Demo- 
cracy Movement, and Hong 
Kang's democracy Movement 
would one day be party of Chi- 
na’s Democracy Movement,” he 
said. 

China has labeled the alliance 
as "counterrevolutionary,” for its 
alleged role in helping dissidents 
escape China. 

The crackdown in China trig- 
gered international condemna- 
tion and residents here were par- 
ticularly concerned because the 
territory reverts to Chinese rale 
in 1997. 


Sihanouk to chair supreme 
council; ceasefire extended 


JAKARTA (AP) — Hon Sen, 
head of the Vietnamese-backed 
government in Cambodia, agreed 
Sunday / to allow rebel leader 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk to 
chair an interim council that will 
guide Cambodia until general 
elections are held. 

The agreement came as three- 
days of peace talks on ending the 
12-year old Cambodian conflict 
opened here. The talks are co- 
cfaatred by Indonesia and France. 

Hun Sen, who will act as vice- 
chairman of tiie body, called the 
Supreme National Council, said 
be-and Sihanouk also decided to 
extend a monthlong ceasefire be- 
tween their waning forces. He 


factions in the coalition — the 
Khmer People’s National Libera- 
tion Front under former Prime 
Minister Son Sann and the noto- 
rious Khmer Rouge, the 
strongest of the three rebel 
groups. 

A ceasefire between Him Sen’s 
government and the retries was 
proposed in April by France, 
Indonesia and U.N. Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar, 
the main brokers of the Cambo- 
dian peace process. 

The ceasefire began on May 1. 
and was to last until at least the 
end of tbe peace talks in Jakarta. 

But the Khmer Rouge have 
said they may resume fighting on 


would not elaborate on how long June 5 if the Jakarta talks do not 
tbe ceasefire would last. produce an agreement. 

The new council wfll be com- Hun Sen acknowledged be was 
posed of seven pro-Hun Sen rep- unsure of whether the extension 
resentatives and seven represents- would be respected by tbe Khmer 
fives of Sihanouk and tbe rebel Rouge. 

forces. The current council was Upon arrival in Jakarta Satur- 
based on six government repre- day, Hun Sen said he planned to 
sentatives and six from the coali- call for the convening of an inter- 
tion of rebel forces. national tribunal to try the 

The coalition forces had split Khmer Rouge for atrocities they 
their six seats between Siha- committed during tbeir 1975-1978 
nouk's group and the two other rule. 


N. Korea ‘unchanged in basic strategy’ towards South 


SEOUL (R) — North Korea’s 
decision to apply for separate 
membership of the United Na- 
tions does not mean it has 
changed its basic strategy against 
South Korea, South Korea's fore- 
ign minister said Sunday. 

“North Korea's applying to the 
U.N. does hot mean it has 
changed its policies against tbe 
South,” Minister Lee Sang-Ock 
said in a televised interview with 
tiie state Korea Broadcasting Sys- 
tem (KBS). 

“Therefore, it’s not desirable 
at the moment for us to bring up 
issues such as the revision of the 
National Security Law and dis- 
bandment of the United Nations 
Command here,” Lee said. 

"We can handle tbe issues one 
by one after reducing tension 
between South and North Korea 
and settling measures to bring 
about peace in tbe peninsula.” 

Opposition leaders and dissi- 


dents have demanded revision of 
the National Security Law, which 
bans South Koreans from any 
type of contact with the North, on 
grounds the law as it stands could 
perpetuate the division of the 
Korean peninsula. The offence 
can cany the death penalty. 

Troops of North and South 
Korea, armed to the teeth, still 
face each other across the truce 
line drawn at the end of the 
1950-53 Korean war. 

The U.N. Command was set up 
in 1950 to maintain peace in the 
peninsula on the basis of tbe July 
7, 1950 resolution adopted by the 
U.N. Security Council. 

North Korea last Tuesday re- 
versed decades of opposition and 
said it would seek a seat of its 
own in the United Nations. Pyon- 
gyang bad insisted that both 
Koreas share a single seat, a 
proposal rejected by Seoul as 
impractical. 


Seoul said last year it would 
seek a separate U.N. seat. 

“If South and North Korea's 
entry to the U.N. is realised, then 
on Sept. 17, the opening of the 
U.N. Genera] Assembly, (South 
Korean) President Roh Tae-Woo 
would give a speech," Lee said. 

The North Korean application 
came as a surprise to the South 
Korean government, which said 
that the decision was bound to 
help relax inter-Korean tensions 
and move tiie peninsula toward a 
peaceful reunification. 

South Koreans welcomed 
North Korea's change of heart 
but said it was simply a temporary 
change of tactics by the North, 
according to a survey published 
Sunday. 

North Korea’s decision to app- 
ly separately to tbe U.N. was 
welcome, according to 83:8 per • 
cent of the respondents to a peril 
sponsored by South Korea’s In- 


formation Ministry while 22.4 per 
cent disapproved. 

The survey showed that 69.6 
per cent believed North Korea’s 
move was not a fundamental 
change, but temporary, in its 
poticy. 

The nationwide poll, con- 
ducted by an opinion survey 
group Research and Research, 
polled 513 persons. 

Most respondents said that 
other countries including the Un- 
ited States, China and the Soviet 
Union, played an important role 
in North Korea's decision. 

The visit to Sooth Korea by 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev affected North Korea’s 
decision, 77.6 per cent said. 

Asked if they thought North’s 
announcement would inter- 
Korean tension, 71.5 per cent 
said it would, 27.7 per cent said 
no and 0.4 per cent had no 
opinion. 



Porn queen 
ties the knot 


BUDAPEST 
Hungarian-born pom ’ star an 
Itattau parliamentarian non 
StaUet. has tied tiie' knot i 
(Budapest with New York. Po$ 
modern artist Jeff KoonS. Dra 
sed in a fufl4engto,h»gb-necke 
white satin gown, with a row t 
pearls across her forehead, Sta 
ler, 39, and her groom arrived i 
a deep^u^Me^xdes IraiotiKn 
for a civil. ceremony at the man 
czpa! marriage bureau popular) 
known as “Lenin chapels” hi tb 
former Comm anistlaiid. Securil 
was tight with only family an 
close friends attending. N 
photographers, except an offitia 
ly commissioned Italian fra 
lance, were allowed inside. Sta 
ler wore a white shawl. She an 
Koans held its edges to cover the 
faces -as they dashed into tb 
btzzkfing. A Muzak version < 
“what, a wonderful world” cool 
be heard from inside. From t b 
“Lenin chapel,” the wedding pa 
ty went to a Protestant Oran 
for the -religious ceremony 
According to a story in. the Di 
cember 1990 issue of Vanity Fai 
Koons gained fame with his stab 
less steel rabbits, floating baske 
balls and a white Michael Jackso 
statue. Describing the coupb 
Vanity Fair said “they don 
speak the same language, fa 
they have a tongue in common. 
The reception was id the jfashka 
able Budapest eatery, Robinsoi 
with figurines of the young coupl 
in marzipan on top of the wet 
ding cake. The Hnqgarian dai 
Kuril reported that the coupl 
will honeymoon in Mexico. 


Fans mark Marilyn 
Monroe’s birthday 


LOS ANGELES (AP) - 
Marilyn Monroe, who remains 
sex symbol nearly three decad 
after her death, would have bee 
eligible Saturday to collect sod 
security. About 40 admire: 
marked her 65th birthday at ti 
Hollywood Roosevelt Hotc 
where a sandstone sculpture i 
the star’s head was mounted c 
the waS of die Cinegrill Bax', or 
of her former haunts. “Whe 
Marilyn was a budding starlet w 
would go there mid she would ss 
T hope when Fm famous no 
picture wiD be on the wall of ti> 
CraegriU,”’ said Robert Slatzer, 
longtime friend. “Now I ca 
make that dream come true. 
Other fans were expected t 
make the annual pilgrimag 
Saturday to her grave in th 
Westood section of Los Angeles 
Earlier this week, Marilyn “War 
nabes” and Spectators swarme 
around the Mann’s Chines 
Theatre in Hollywood to compet 
in a look-alike contest. Since tb 
36-year-old Monroe died in 196 
in her Brentwood home from 
drug overdose, dozens of book 
have been written about her, be 
relationships with John F. Ken 
nedy and his brother. Robert 
and her marriages to baseball sta 
Joe Dimaggio and playwrigb 
Arthur Miller. Her first husband 
retired Los Angeles police office 
Jim Dougherty, who mania 
Norma Jean Baker when she wa 
16, predicted she would have los 
her famous hourglass figure b 
now. “Monroe’s mother was i 
chubby tittle gal,” he retailed 
So she probably would haw 
patten fatter as time went b; 
too.” Slatzer said he commas 
sioned the three-dimensional por 
trait titled “legend," from artis 
Bill Mack and donated it to tfa 
hotel. Before the hotel was re 
modelled, pictures of stars turn 
to decorate the bar’s walls, fa 
said. 

Medecines Sans 
Frontiers wins 
harmony prize 

OVIEDO, Spam (AP) — Tfa 
France-based Medicines San) 
Frontiers (MSF) and Medico: 
Mundi International medical re 
lief groups won the 1991 Prince o 
Asturias Prize for the pratnotioz 
of harmony, the jury said. “Bott 
organisa t i o ns deserve r “ 


for their effective oont 
toward alleviating situations ol 
illness in countries most afflictec 
by injustice, misery or catas- 
trophes/* the 18-member jury fr 
this northern city said in a state 
meat. “Their 


of professional commitment and 
promotion of altruistic volunteer 
ism... is an exemplary display ol 
** values of solidarity, upon 


the 


which genuine harmony among 
human being? is based,” accord- 
ing to the statement. The prize 
consists of 5 million pesetas 
($50,000) and a created by 
Spanis h artist Joan Mno. A 
grou p of 10 French doctors con- 
cerned about tiie jmpwt of wax 
on people in Biafira founded MSF 
— Doctors Without Borders — in 
1971 to ensure riuw cars 

got to refugees and other people 
needing it despite political 



